SNNIG

SUMMER 2015 KESA - VOL. 28 NO.3

# PR “'.I”‘EAM
W RFTIEF Ml AFTY

ISSN 1525-6928

Fiddlers and Great Barbeque

Event in October
Once again, members and community friends will
be treated to the always outstanding fiddling music from
the Quiet Corner Fiddlers led by our member and
Trustee Saul Ahola. Please save the date...Saturday
October 24 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.
Our resident Barbeque Chef. Rob Miller. will treat us
to the best pork barbeque 1n the region. Please join us
for a fun filled evening.

+ * -* * + * +* * » * * * +* »*

Wine Tasting New Date...

Celebrate the Coming Holidays
On Friday November 13 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.
Jobina Miller. our Treasurer. will chair the annual wine
and beer tasting event with our always successtul si-
lent auction to raise funds for the Heritage Society Pre-
servation Fund.

This event was started by Jack Smiley many years
ago and has continued year after year, and has become
an event many look forward to each Fall season. Save
the date.

Also in this issue :

« Remembering Jack Smiley

FACES at FAHS planning

Finnish visitors to the Finnish Hall
Members’ News and Milestones
Treasurer’s report

..... and more

Finnish American Veterans

Memorial Board

Recently. Matti Huhta arranged for the construction
of a new veterans memorial name display adjacent to
the one for Finnish American World War II veterans
on the northside of the Finnish Hall. The WW II Board
has hundreds of Finnish American names listed in
honor of their war service. The new board is intended
to honor New England Finnish American veterans who
serviced in the Vietnam. Iraq. Afganistan, and other
related conflicts. We are currently requesting FAHS
members and the Finnish American communities to
submit names that will be inlcuded on this new me-
morial. Please forward them to info@fahs-ct.org or
to swkbrklyn@aol.com or contact any FAHS Board
member.

A d * * * * * * * * + * * * +

Veterans Day Event Planned

at the Finnish Hall

On November 11th. the Finnish American Heritage
Society will host a Veterans Day tribute to all war vet-
erans of the region. Burton Jernstrom and Matti Huhta
will be chairing this event. The FAHS has been in con-
tact with local veteran organizations to participate in
this event. A similar event. where many veterans shared
their war experiences was held years ago at the Hall
durng a weekend event also chaired by Burton
Jernstron. the long term FAHS historian and director
of the archives.

Next issue :
The next issue of “Finnish Connection™ is
planned to be published in November, if all
necessary material is received in time. Please
submit all inputs by October 1. Thank you !

FINNIS[E CONNECTION

Vol. 28 No. 3 Page 1



Social Media Contact Brings Finnish Visitors to FAHS

I December of 2014, the FAHS Facebook page re-
ceived a message from Michael Syliva of New Yoik City.
formerly of New London. CT. Michael and his partner.
Jorma Huttunen. a sergeant in the New York City Police
Department. were to be married i Mystic. CT, in August
of 2015. Since Jorma 1s from Finland. there would be
many relatives and fiiends from Finland staying in the Mystic
area during the week before the wedding. Michael was
hoping that he could bring these Finmish visitors to the Finn-
ish Hall so they could learn about the Finnish-American
community in Eastern Connecticut.

Several more messages ensued between Michael and
Facebook Administrator. Patti Folsom. over the next few
months. It was decided that FAHS would host a pot luck
dinner and provide a tour of the Hall. archives, and mu-
seum before the August Board meeting.

On the appointed evening, August 27, ten FAHS mem-
bers arrived with covered dishes in tow. At5 pm. Michael
and Jorma arrived with friends and family from Finland and
the Midwest. Introductions were made and nametags were
provided. Conversation was lively as we all got to know
one another. We discovered that some of the visitors were
reindeer farmers from outside Rovanienu and a few were
Finnish police officers. As the time grew closer to the start
of the Board meeting, we reluctantly said goodbye to our
visitors. We all agreed that the cross-cultural exchange
was a success. The visitors were quite impressed with the
history of our Finnish Hall and they thoroughly enjoyed
their tour and getting to know our members.

Many thanks to Burton Jemstrom and Anita Smiley for

article and photo by Patti Folsom

leading tours of the Hall. with Anita providing her tour
Finnish for those visitors who were not as comfortable
with the English language. Thank you to those who pro-
vided the many delicious dishes for our pot luck. It was
definitely an impressive feast. And many thanks to Mike
Kotowski for serenading our guests with his beautiful ac-
cordion music and to Fran Kotowski for helping to setup
and clean up the pot luck buffet.

FAHS members and Finnish visitors, along with Michael
Sylvia and Jorma Huttunen ( on bottom step to the right of
Katrina Bousquet ) outside the Finnish Hall.

The FAHS Kitchen Fund is Growing

The kitchen at our Finnish Hall s in need of some updat-
ing. with an exhaust fan being one of the areas high on the
list of priorities. A Kitchen Fund has been set up. and
donations are always welcome.

At arecent membership meeting. a donation of Finnish
linen towels was made to FAHS by Ritva Autio. It was
decided to use this gift from Ritva as a thank-you gift for
donations to the Kitchen Fund.

For a donation of $50 designated for the Kitchen Fund.

by Anita Smiley

one of these towels will be given to the donor. These are
brand-new linen towels woven by Ritva’s mother in Fin-
land in the early 1950’s. Her mother has grown the flax
and gone through the laborious. time-consuming process
of bringing this flax from the fields to these finished beauti-
ful towels. Needless to say. each towel has been a labor
of love and cannot be duplicated. A limited number of
these towels 1s available.

We are extremely grateful to Ritva for this generous gift.
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News from the Wood Carvers
by Anita Smiley

At a recent meeting of the wood carving group. Ritva Autio and Anita Smiley paid a visit. Ritva presented
FAHS with an exquisite “Welcome™ sign that she had carved. Since she had noticed during an earlier visit that
there was a “Tervetuloa™ sign but no sign in English. she decided to fill that void. Ritva was one of the instruc-
tors for the grant-funded wood carving classes taught a few years ago at FAHS and continues to visit the carvers
and share her expertise and provide motivation.

Anita gifted each member of the carving group with a piece of butternut wood for carving. in reality a gift
from her husband Jack. This wood was cut from a large butternut tree that Jack had gotten from the Putnam
Historical Society. and he transported the large pieces to be processed. The photo shows each carver with the
“before” piece, and there were promises from each member that they would display their finished product in an
“after” photo.

Additional pieces of butternut for carving are available for purchase from Anita. with the funds to be depos-
ited in the Jack Smiley Memorial Fund at FAHS

i ey
1 &

Ritva Autio with the “Welcome” Seated, L-R : Roy Tapio, John Harris, and Mike Kotowski.
sign she had carved. Standing . L-R : Bob Harmon, Roland Noel, Ritva Autio, and
Photo by Anita Smiley Anita Smllf"t Photo courtesy of Anita Smiley
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Brian Andstrom, zroker

Cell: 860-450-6534 Hel !

Email: bandsf@askpartner.com -
If you are a business owner, you can support pub-

Office: $60-564-3366 Ext. 211 lication of this newsletter by purchasing space
AP NIk foran ad promoting your business.
I'hePartnerNetwork Net " N = ’
For information, contact Linda Kuja at

PARTNER Rﬁ%gﬁiz info@fahs-ct.org or by phone at 860-376-8909.

34 East Main Street = P O Box 426 = Central Village = CT= 06332
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Fifth Annual FACES at FAHS Happening Soon!

The FACES at FAHS Committee has been working on
this special event since the beginning of 2015. We met Thurs-
day, August 6 to review the plans for the upcoming 5 An-
nual Fine Art & Craft Exhibit & Sale, which will take place
on October 3*4. This popular event will again be part of
the Last Green Valley’s Walktober and will feature over 24
artisans. 8 craft demonstrations, and tours of the FAHS
Archives, Museun, Library. and Sauna. Musical interludes
on the accordion. mandolin. and mountain dulcimer will be
provided by FAHS s Mike Kotowski. Mac Johnston, and
fiber artist, Melanie Johnston, respectively. Our FACES at
FAHS Catf¢ will be open for coffee and pulla. many deli-
cious hincheon items. such as Stan’s Famous Salmon Chow-
der. Pea Soup, Chili Soup, Vegetarian Chili. Hot Dogs (with
or without chili), and assorted beverages and desserts.

Event flyers and postcards will be distributed in CT. RI.
and MA by Committee and FAHS members and volun-
teers at the beginning of September. To insure widespread
publicity, anyone who is able to assist 1s asked to contact
Chair, Beverly Johnson (860.974.2760) or Co-Chair, Patti
Folsom (401.487.9872) or via an email to
FACESatFAHS @gmail.com.

We are also seeking volunteers to help with various ac-
tivities on the day of the event. Assistance is especially
needed at the Welcome Table. directing parking. and in the
FACES at FAHS Café. Again, please telephone Patti
Folsom or myself. or email us at the above.

This year. augmenting demonstrations in birch bark crafis.
lamp work bead making. weaving. and wood carving, we
have three new craft demonstrations planned. In addition
to a local spinner, Finnish artisan, Lin Gordon of Westfield,
MA, attired in Finnish garb. will work on her spinning wheel
from Finland. We are very pleased that local artisan, Lisa
Davidson, will be displaying her creations from cordwaining
(shoemaking.) Additionally. Richard Jakowski, who works
at Sawmill Pottery in Putnam will demonstrate his talent on
the potter’s wheel.

We are also delighted to be featuring extremely gifted
artisans from Connecticut. Massachusetts. Maine, and
Rhode Island. Works will include ceramics, fiber art, fused
glass creations. jewelry. mosaics. photography. painting, and
wood turning.

Featuring such highly skilled artisans increases the need
to attract a discerning audience. To that end. the Commit-

by Beverly Johnson

tee will be expanding its publicity efforts beyond the local
area. This will require more funding than in the past. there-
fore, we are hoping that our FAHS members and fiiends.
will consider becoming a FACES at FAHS Supporter.
Support i the form of monetary donations will help to
defray the cost of publicity. printing, and other expenses.
Your support will be greatly appreciated and acknowl-
edged in our Program or in FinnConn by Category not
Amouuit.
Suggested amounts are:
$20 (Patron). $10 (Sponsor). and $5 (Friend.).

Aformis included elsewhere n this newsletter. You may
make the check payable to “FAHS™ and indicate “FACES
at FAHS™ on the memorandum line. Please mail the do-
nation and form to: Jobina Miller. FAHS Treasurer. 47
Creasy Road. Canterbury. CT 06331.

Other than volunteering and becoming a FACES at
FAHS Supporter, the very best form of support is honor-
g us with your presence on Saturday, October 3™ at
the Finnish Hall on Route 169, Canterbury. The
event is from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm, rain or shine: but
please pray for “Shine!”” Thank you so much for your
0NgoINg SUpporLt.

2

P

L, (V] -

S e ﬁlﬂ W T T 1 Y
e AT e BV e A e B L ¥

sisU S

= S
. >
g P
$irw is much more than fortitude. ﬁ}:;>
It’s an old characterization =
% used by the Finnish people, P
maybe for the |3st ten thousand years. |
% Sirw is like 3 - DS
= metaphysical shot in the arm DY
|| which makes a man do the impossible... |
g The mystifying four |eceers... N
FKUIES something that surpasses Feariessness... ne
KA an extraordinary endurance, N>
% a Kihd oOf inner fire or S
« superhuman nerve force ﬁ-;:;‘f
% which inCludes courage, tenacity '
% stubborn determination, energy, a will |12
% and ability to get things done. =
P
= ]
- — >

=

. &X
=
=7

Vol. 28 No. 3 Page 4




Treasurer’s Report for July 2015
by Jobina Miller. Treasurer

Income:

Faces of FAHS 30.00

The Big 5 Charity Ride 1220.00
Membership Dues 140.00
Memorial Kitchen 50.00
Donations 895.00
Preservation 25.00
Scholarship 175.00
Total Income $2535.00
Expense

Dues/Fees 30.00

90™ Celebration 1281.82
Big 5 Charity Expense 1100.00
Joint Event/Aura 250.00
Pulla Bread 128.96
Tori Market 64.46
Telephone Expense 68.88
Insurance Expense 292.58
Maintenance/Improvement  172.53
Newsletter & Postage 542.14
Subscription Expense 30.00
Kitchen Supplies 15292
Office Supplies 40.39
CL&P 274.25
Total Expense $4,428.94
Checking Account $2,811.85
Savings Account $3,762.00
90™ Celebration The Big 5 Charity Ride

Income: $1.220.00
Expense $1.100.00
Profit $120.00

Income: $1.395.00
Expense $1.567.91
Profit $-172.91

Other Treasurer News:

The Big 5 Charity Ride was not well attended or or-
ganized. I was very disappointed by the turn out and
the profit. There were other vendors that didn’t show
up. On their Facebook page they only raised $2.100
for the entire event and they had sponsors. The car
show had about 3 cars in the show. There were about
30 motorcycles that did the run. We had gotten a tent
so people didn’t have to stand in the sun during the
event. We had 4 beers on tap and only finished one.

There was a lot of wasted beer and we had to buy the
kegs. I would not recommend doing it next year. I was
happy that it didn’t cost any money.

Joint Picnic at Aura Hall
by Anja Laurila
It was one of those perfect New England summer days
when two Finnish organizations gathered together for
a summer picnic. The Finnish American Heritage So-
ciety and Aura Hall of Voluntown have become sister
organizations and work seamlessly together. It was a
delicious potluck dinner. where many members brought
home-made delicacies for everybody's enjoyment. Mike
Kotowski played always welcome accordion music
throughout the event, and a houseful of guests enjoyed
the food and outdoor games.

Always energetic Matti Huhta worked very hard for
the success of this event. He had also arranged for the
entertainment part of the day by bringing a special group
from Maine to play kantele music. A 7-piece group of
ladies from the Suomalaiset Jouset of South Thomaston,
Maine, entertained us with lovely Finnish Kalevala and
folk music tunes. The leader of this group is an Ameri-
can lady. Celia Jones. who also plays violin. Many
people from the audience had the opportunity to learn
the first steps of playing this instrument. We can be
thankful to this ensemble for keeping up this old Finn-
ish heritage.

The Finnish American Heritage Society
Scholarship Committee
by Ann Gruenberg, Conmunittee Chair

The FAHS Scholarship Committee 1s pleased to an-
nounce the 2015 recipient of support for academic pur-
suits. Ms. Katie Shea, from Windham. Connecticut,
has been working as an assistant in a medical office.
This experience has strengthened her perspectives and
reinforced her belief that the medical field 1s a good
match for her strengths and interests. She plans to con-
tinue her post-secondary education at a local commu-
nity college. with the goal of working on professional
credentials. Ms. Shea was strongly recommended by
those who know her. and know her work.

Please watch for an application for next year’s schol-
arships in the next Winter issue of the FAHS newslet-
ter. Thanks to those who continue to support this ini-
tiative in a variety of ways.

FINNISH CONNECTION
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Jack Smiley Remains a Strong Presence at FAHS

If a building could talk. the Finnish Hall in Canterbury
would have a lot to say about Jack Smiley.  His pres-
ence fills its space as it also fills the hearts of so many
people who were fortunate to know him and spend time
withhim

For sure, Jack could never have guessed how much Fin-
land and Finnish culture would play a role in his life when
he first met Anita Hakkila at a swimming hole in Preston in
1953, Jack’s first visit to the Hall was for their wedding
reception on June 14, 1958.  One of Jack’s reminis-
cences was the way the Finns had served drinks out of
metal buckets, remarking “These are my kind of people.™

In 1987, Jack and Anita joined as Charter Members of
FAHS. Onlya few short years later Jack took the helm
as President: and his tenure of active, selfless and fun-lov-
ing involvement began to grace our Finnish Hall.  Jack
was already well versed in Finnish culture and heritage. for
Finns had helped him build their first home in Preston,
working from a house plan penciled onto a piece of type-
writer paper. Also. the Hakkila family gatherings in Can-
terbury and several trips to Finland with Anita immersed
him into a deeper relationship with Finnishness. He
couldn’tescape all those conversations in Finnish, always
struggling to learn the language. and never missed an op-
portunity to take part in the regular sauna rituals. Relatives
and friends in Finland made sure that he had a good im-
mersion info the sauna culture, and the sauna in the Smiley
house has always been well used.

In terms of involvement with FAHS, Jack wore almost
every hat of every possiblerole.  From President to Trea-
surer, Membership Secretary. Trustee. Heritage Center
Construction Supervisor, FinnFunn Weekend Co-Chair
with Anita, Folk Dancer. Actor, Cook. WPA Group regu-
lar. the words “too much to mention™ probably best de-
scribe Jack's contributions.

In his first year as president. Jack was instrumental in
carrying out the time-consuming task of filling in and filing
the paperwork with the State to get tax-exempt status for
FAHS. an important step for our fledgling organization.

In 1990. he was part of the group that completely gutted
the basement. giving a totally new look with new walls. a
new floor, and anew kitchen.  Next, in 1992, the work
crew made improvements to the Hall's water system. re-
moving the old pump house, deepening the well, and plac-
ing the water tank inside the hall to prevent freezing. He

by Gregory Smiley and Anita Smiley
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Jack Smiley

was part of the crew that installed new insulated windows
and began to clear the area behind the hall in preparation
for the Heritage Center construction, a plan that began
taking shape during his presidency in 1993.

He noted this would be a tremendous undertaking but
stated “T've never known Finns to be afraid of a chal-
lenge.” At the Heritage Center groundbreaking held on
Saturday, May 7. 1994, Jack said that he was determined
to construct the Center on a pay-as-we-go basis and bor-
row no money. The fundraising objective was set at
$40.000. At the dedication of the Heritage Center ad-
dition held in October. 1998, Jack noted that over $46.000
i money and services had been donated. and that a size-
able grant from Imatra Foundation enabled the construc-
tion fo be completed.  The challenge to borrow no money
had been met!

- continued on next page
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Jack Smiley Remains a Strong Presence at FAHS - continued

All of this activity with FAHS was taking place at the
same time that Jack and Anita were constructing their
own new home in Preston. with Jack serving as the con-
struction supervisor of that project even as he continued
with insurance sales. taking care of his rental proper-
ties. and enjoying the ever-challenging role of raising
three children with Anita. He was always there for his
family: he was unwavering in his support of anything
that Anita undertook and of whatever their three chil-
dren were involved in.

During several years of construction. the WPA group
regulars, under Jack’s supervision, had weekly work days
(and often met several times during the week). Jack
spent much time in making contacts for pricing out ma-
terials for construction and with confractors for various
phases of construction.  The WPA group continued to
meet on Friday momings for several years even after
the Heritage Center construction was completed to per-
form tasks on hall upkeep and maintaining the
grounds.

Jack was always eager to share activities at FAHS with
others and to give tours of the facilities. He always
looked for opportunities to promote the organization and
was on the lookout for prospective members and work-
ers. During the period of Jack’s service as Member-
ship Secretary. membership reached an all-time high with
500 members.

Jack had a keen interest in establishing and growing a
Preservation Fund, which led him to initiate a Wine Tast-
ing Event to raise funds for this endeavor. As chairper-
son for 8 years and co-chair with Jobina Miller for two
years. approximately $15.000 has been raised. includ-
ing a net profit of $2.200 m 2013.  His tireless service
to the Finnish-American heritage also extended to the
national level.  He served for three years on the Na-
tional Board of FinnFest USA and promoted New
England’s FinnFest. held in Gorham. ME. in 1998.
The Finnish American Reporter gave him the distinc-
tive title of “Galvanized Finn.” a title well deserved for
someone with Scotch-Irish, German-French roots.
Jack’s interest in the beauty and history behind Finnish
relief wood carvings grew over the vears, sparking a de-
sire to learn the craft.  'What better way than to find
instructors and seek grant funding.  Thanks to Jack’s
Perseverance. an energetic group was formed and con-
tinues to meet.  Needlepoint is another Finnish craft

that enticed Jack, and his completed pictures are a tes-
tament to his patience.

Many who have attended functions such as celebra-
tions at our Finnish Hall. FinnFest gatherings. and
Anita’s Finland tours remember Jack for his ability to
bring a smile with his jokes and stories.  But we re-
member him for so much more at our hall.  His feet
have danced upon the floors and roamed the stage.
His hands have helped shape so many of its spaces.
His voice has filled the areas from the meeting room
in the basement to the library in the Heritage Center.
His easy-going manner has enticed many to join FAHS
and to serve in some capacity. His laughter has filled
the air. Jack’s presence will continue to resonate
through the years.

Jack leaves his wife Anita. daughters Cheryl and
Sharlann. son Gregory. grandchildren Cory. Kyle, and
Justin Bacon. and Meeri and Jon Smiley. a sister Carol
Yeomans. and many nieces. nephews. and cousins.

The famuly extends an invitation to an afternoon cel-
ebrating Jack’s life on Saturday, November 21, at
2:00 pm at the Finnish Hall in Canterbury.  Sto-

ries, photos, fun, and laughter will bring reminiscences
of a life well lived.

Ribbon cutting at dedication of the Heritage
Center in the Finnish Hall in October of 1998.

Left to right : Steve Popkin, Jack Smiley,
Mauno Laurila, and Matti huhta

photos provided by Anita Smiley

FINNISH CONNECTION
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Running with the Run 169 Towns Society
by Jobina Miller

Last April my younger sister asked me to run a Color
Me Rad SK. At this ime, I did notrun and didn’t like to
whenI tried running with my husband. She said it wasn’t
that bad and Tt is only 3.1 muiles. You can do that. I have
faith in you.” Idid the run and crossed the finish line. On
September 2. she joined this group called the Run 169
Towns Society. Three weeks later. she asked if T wanted
to go run a town with her. I said why not: I finished the
last one. After thatrace. I joined also.

On March 5. 2012, a meeting was held and estab-
lished the Run 169 Towns Society. The goal of the soci-
ety members is to run all 169 towns in the state of Con-
necticut. There are three members that have completed
that goal. Forarace to be considered an official race.
its participant must meet all the following requirements:
filling out aregistration. have a donation to the organiza-
tion that 1s sponsoring the race. have an identification
number or bib. the race needs to be timed and results
posted. and complete at 50% of the designated distance.
abbreviated only due to injury. illness. or unanticipated
emergency as validated by charter members.

Since I was the first person from Canterbury to join
Run 19 Towns Society. I am now the ambassador for
the town. An ambassador is to spread good will among
runners from their respective areas.

Since signing up on September 27. 2014. T have com-
pleted S50 towns of the 169. My times have made great
improvement and I enjoy running. ITmiss it whenIcan’t
run. The society 1s great to be a part of. They are a fun
group and they make everyone feel welcomed.

If you are a runner. think about joining. There is no
time line on when you have to complete all 169 towns.

Check out their website at www.debticonn.org .

Transitions
The Laurila Send-off Gathering

by Sean Tate and Anita Smiley
On Wednesday afternoon. August 18, a “Send Off
Gathering” and luncheon was held at the Aura Hall in
Voluntown in honor of Anja and Mauno Laurila. The
Laurilas, who have long had a home in Voluntown. CT.
have now sold that home and moved to Hypoluxo. Florida.
where they have also had a condo for many years. They

tflew to Florida on Sunday. August 22.
The informal nud-afternoon gathering at the Aura Hall.
lasting about two hours, featured excellent food and

speeches by Tom Rutherford. President of the Aura Seura.
Anita Smiley and Sean Tate of the Finnish American Heritage
Society, and by Mauno and Anja. Everyone wished the
couple “bon voyage™ with a myriad Aiitos for all their contri-
butions to the Finnish commmmities.

Mauno and Anja Laurila have been heavily involved with
and committed to Fmnish-American endeavors in several Finn-
ish communities in the Northeast including Imatra Hall in
Brooklyn. NY. Aura Hall in Voluntown. CT. and the Finnish
American Heritage Society in Canterbury. CT.

When the FAHS Heritage Center addition was being built,
funds from the sale of Iimatra Hall were in a trust fund. with
monies intended for Finnish American endeavors on the East
Coast.  Through Mauno’s efforts, a substantial amount was
awarded for the construction of the Heritage Center, with
grant funding coming at a point where donated funds were
being depleted and construction would have been delayed.
Imatra had previously entrusted FAHS with storage of their
archival material with the agreement that one wall in the Heri-
tage Center would be known as the Imatra Wall. ~ The
Finnish American Heritage Society is deeply indebted to
Imatra and to Mauno Laurila for grant funding and for faith in
the future well-being of the organization.

L

Mauno and Anja Laurila
photos by Sean Tate

You can keep up to date on what’s happening
in Finland, in English, on-line, at the following
website. -

yle.fifuutiset/news
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Members News and Milestones

Congratulations- Onnea

* John Bennett and Penny Harris on their wedding. August 8. The wedding ceremony was held at the Clark
Chapel of the Pomfret (CT) School followed by a reception at J.D.Cooper’s Restaurant in Putnam. CT.

* Olavi and Virginia Niskanen of Middleburg, NY. celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary September 3.

* Irene and James Profetto of Brooklyn. CT, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary recently.

Sympathies —Otamme Osaa
* To the family of Linda Arvonen of East Hartland, CT. who passed away on July 31.
* To the family of John Kivela of Canterbury, CT, who passed away on May 22.

* To Anja and Mauno Laurila on their move to their permanent home in Hypoluxo, FL, which had
been their winter residence. with summers in Voluntown. CT.

Get Well Wishes - Pikaista Paranemista

+ Kalervo Ruuskanen of Canterbury, CT. on the recovery of his second broken leg in several months.
* Mauno Laurila of Hypoluxo, FL. on his recovery from recent heart surgery.

* Anneli (Helvi) Johnson on her recovery from a broken hip.

To those who do not want to be mentioned in Members’ News and Milestones. vou are wished happy celebra-
tions. strength for healing. and comfort in grieving a loss. Apologies for any omissions. misplacements. mis-
spellings. or other unintentional errors.

Checkout and “LIKE” the FAHS  » © ' :Ha FAHS is a member chapter of
Facebook page, listed as - "‘ G Finlandia Foundation

. N National ( FFN).
“Finnish American Heritage - . Visit their website at -

Society of Canterbury, CT” o 7 www.finlandiafoundation.org .

. <
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Welcome New Members

New members are always welcome to the
Finnish American Heritage Society.

Please use the enclosed Membership Coupon
to sign up and send it with your dues to the
FAHS, P.O. Box 252, Canterbury, CT 06331.

Coming Events At a Glance

Saturday, Oct. 3
Sunday, Oct. 4
Fri.-Sun.. Oect. 9-11
Thursday, Oet. 22
Saturday, Oct. 24
Sunday, Oct. 25

Sunday, Nov. 1

Wed., Now. 11

All events are held at the Finnish Hall. 76 North Canterbury Road
(Conn. Route 169) in Canterbury, CT. unless otherwise specified.

FACES at FAHS, 9:30 am - 3:00 pm
Membership Meeting with program TBD
FiumnFest. Buffalo, NY

Board Meeting

Fiddlers / Pork Barbeque. 6:00 - 9:00 pm
Children’s Halloween Party, 2:00 pm
Membership Meeting with program TBD

Veterans Day Commemoration,
11 am - 3:00 pm

The complete 2015 Calendar of Events will
appear on the FAHS website at www.falis-ct.org .

PRESIDENT STANLEY KARRO 860-480-3648
VICE PRESIDENT STEVEN BOUSQUET 860-608-8366
TREASURER JOBINA MILLER 860-377-0789
SECRETARY ANITA SMILEY B60-889-7820
CORRESPONDENCE RITA KELLEY 860-465-6236
MEMBERSHIP STEVE COUPE 401-568-6614

FINYIsSH AMGAMCAN
HEMITAREE SOCTEIY

AHYS

Finnish American Heritage Society

is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to preserve
and promote Finnish-American heritage.

The membership is open to all who are interested in

the purpose of the organization. For your convenience,
a Membership Coupon is enclosed in this issue.

Mailing address: PO. Box 252, Canterbury, CT 06331

Street address: Finnish Hall. 76 North Canterbury Road

Phone numhber: (860) 346-6671 E-mail address: mnfo@fahs-ct.org
‘World Wide Web address: www fahs-ct org

On Facebook at : www facebook com/fahscanterburyet

FINNISH CONNECTION ISSN 1525-6928

This newsletter 1s published quarterly by the Finnish American Heritage Society.
Subscription 1s free for members and $30/year for organizations. Readers are

invited to submit material.

FAHS newsletter committee:

Collection of materials and proofreading: Jackie Harjula.
Patti Folsom. Anita Smiley, and Linda Kuja

Members” news and milestones: Stan Karro

Editing and layout: Allan Seppa
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