2% FINNIS[) CONNEGTION

Finnish American
Heritage Society Fall 2021 - SYKSY VOL 34 No.4 ISSN 1525-6928

The Magical Power of Wonderful Music at StoneHurst—August 2021
By Saul Ahola

The hope for a special feeling at Hannu Makipuro’s “There’s Magic in the Air Concert” at StoneHurst in Hampton
Valley, CT on August 26, 2021, was expressed in the theme song composed for the concert by Hannu and his
son Mark. Together they had planned the concert in the last months of 2019 just before Mark’s passing.

Let there be a moon, let there be stars
Letthere be a special feeling in our hearts
Let there be storms, let there be a rainbow,
Let this be a place for all of us,

THERE'S MAGIC IN THE AIR

All who attended the concert would agree that the hope for that special feeling was indeed realized.

Following that opening theme song, Hannu continued the musical magic that he and Mark had planned for the
night, with vocals of familiar tunes like “More”, the pop classic “The Summer Knows”, Cole Porter’s heartfelt
love song “You’d Be So Nice to Come Home To” and the less familiar Latin strains of “Marianna, Mariannal” In
each of Hannu's vocals there was plenty of room for improvisation by the talented band members: Phil Palonen
on guitar, Bill Rood on sax, Rufus Davis on keyboard, Roger Glidden on bass guitar, Evan Bellman on guitar, and
Justin Blackburn on drums. It was easy to appreciate that each of these band members had strong musical
connections with Hannu and Mark over many years. The band members also had a chance to shine on
instrumentals like “Mr. Magic” with Bill Rood’s “popping” sax in a call and response exchange with Rufus Davis
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on keyboard playing passages of 32nd notes faster and longer than seemed possible. Phil Palonen clearly
enjoyed playing his own composition “Drift and Sigh” with his intimate musical friends. Hannu brought out his
trumpet to start “There Will Never Be Another You” and of course there were a few Finnish tunes including
“Laula, Tytt3” and Hannu and Mark’s own composition, “Finn Hall Jenkka” in which the trumpet reappeared.

The wonderful program ended with an encore, a recording of Mark Makipuro singing his own composition
“Learn to Fly” and backed by these same long-standing musical friends. While the recording played, Hannu and
the band members just sat or stood silently but it was easy to imagine what they were thinking and see that
they were connected by a special feeling. As the recording ended the band played the soaring melody one last
time and the concert performance came to a close.

Many of the concert attendees were devoted clients of the Singing Barber of Willimantic and there were also
many longstanding area fans of Hannu, Mark and their bandmates. Hannu asked that the proceeds from the
concert go to support the Finnish American Heritage Society of Canterbury and many of those 200 attendees
were Finnish friends from Eastern CT and Massachusetts who came to enjoy the music and show their
appreciation to Hannu and Mark for their decades of contributions to the musical and theatrical arts at the
Canterbury Finnish Hall. A plaque dedicating the Finnish Hall stage to Hannu and Mark Makipuro was presented
before the finale

The venue StoneHurst was provided by Craig Gates, one of Hannu's clients and friends and it also played a critical
role in the night’s success. The audience members were able to wear masks during the indoor performance in
the spacious and elegant hall, but enjoy appetizers, drinks and each other’s company outdoors on the patio in
the shade of a tent. Indeed, it was a special place with a special feeling of connection on this wonderful summer
night, just as Hannu, Mark, Eila and Maritta Makipuro had hoped.

Check out and “LIKE” the

FAHS Facebook page, listed as

— “Finnish American Heritage
Society of Canterbury, CT”

FAHS is a member chapter of Finlandia
Foundation National (FFN)

Visit their website at:

www.finlandiafoundation.org

YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES & DON.
ORGANIZATION, NOW MORE THAN EVER.

FAHS relies on the income generated from our many events. But with many events cancelled in 2021 and 2022, it is
challenging to cover the fixed costs associated with maintaining the Hall and running our organization: utilities,
insurance, security, upkeep, communications, newsletter mailing and more.
If you haven't done so already, please take a few minutes to send in your 2021 dues!
The membership coupon is enclosed with each newsletter for your convenience. Donations are always welcome.
Kiitos paljon!
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Rovo Tarina — ts tell a story

We encourage and welcome your story submission of 300-400 words. Contact Susan Cloutier with questions
or for assistance at susanhinz413@gmail.com. Kiitos.

| Was Raised on A Chicken Farm
By Susan Cloutier

When my son turned fourteen, he marched into the kitchen and announced, “Don’t go telling people you
were raised on a chicken farm. They don’t need to know that.”

Ahh, this is a perfect writing prompt.

On our chicken farm, Dad picked eggs three times a day, never veering from his routine. Out of the house at
6:45 in the morning, he collected the smallest number of eggs. Noon picking yielded the largest count. During
the late afternoon, Dad finished gathering the eggs which were really the last-minute leftovers before the
Rhode Island Reds turned in for the night.

Brown eggs were piled into a wire basket with a red or yellow rubber coating protecting the precious eggs. A
slight crack meant the eggs could not be sold to Stop & Shop; I'd stare at bright yolks on my plate at breakfast.

I was terrified in the chicken coop! As a little girl, I followed my grandmother closely while the big, confident
chickens pecked at my small, red, rubber boots. Their voices were loud and annoying. Even when | was older, |
dreaded picking the eggs. Beaks were sharp, pointy and hurt! | carried a small stick and quietly jabbed a hen,
encouraging her to leave the nest so | could safely grab her eggs. My secret strategy did not last long. Dad
caught me. “Use two hands- One to lift the chicken and then pick the eggs with your other hand.” Once, a hen
stood up and laid a hot egg right in my palm.

Each basket held 150+ eggs, but | often picked less because | was too young to safely carry a heavy basket. Dad
always filled his baskets extra high, balancing each egg perfectly-shell on top of shell. There were no empty
spaces, and no room for mistakes.

While packing eggs, he held four between his calloused fingers and palm, quickly filling the gray egg crates
inside brown cardboard boxes marked “30 Dozen.”

More than sixty years later, | picture Dad’s strong,
long fingers grabbing four eggs with such precision.

I miss those hands.
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From the FAHS President
By Steven Bousquet

Juhannus Midsummer Celebration held on June 26™ at the Finnish Hall was a
big success. With over 25 people in attendance, we enjoyed music, food,
dringks, dancing and lawn games.

Two accordion players entertained us, while pizza, Finnish style open-face
sandwiches, different flavors and strength Long Drink provided tasty food. The
lawn games were a big attraction, and dancing is always popular, especially
for Finns. Peopled stayed well past eight p.m. and enjoyed each other's
company and the lovely summer evening.

Jonathan Audette has resigned his Board Position as Membership
Secretary. The Board and Membership appreciate and thank him for his years
on the Board as Vice President and Membership Secretary.

Recent Happenings and Announcements:

Yard Sale on August 28™-thank you to all who donated, organized and helped out
on the weekend. All proceeds benefited the FAHS Scholarship Committee.

November 6-Hall Cleanup ; anyone interested please contact either
Steven Bousquet (860-608-8366) or Stan Karro (860-480-3648).

FAHS 35" Anniversary in 2022

The building we know as the Finnish Hall was reportedly dedicated on Christmas Day, 1925. Over the years,
additions and renovations created a place to host numerous musical and theatrical performances by local and
national talent throughout the 1930's, 40's and 50's. The Finnish American Heritage Society (FAHS)was formed
in 1987, as a final effort to keep the building under Finnish ownership; established non-profit status and began
restoration and renovation efforts to build the Hall we all know today.

FAHS will celebrate its 35™ Anniversary in 2022. If anyone is interested in planning a memorable Anniversary
Celebration, focusing on our distinctive strengths, please contact Steven Bousquet (860-608-8366).
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The Finnish-Russian War
By Anita Smiley
Reprinted from the Finnish American Reporter; July 2021 edition. Kiitos.

I recall a visit by Helen Hawkins of Woodstock, CT, to
a membership meeting in the early years of the
Finnish American Heritage Society. Helen made a
presentation to FAHS that evening of a precious
collection of family memorabilia, and there was one
item that particularly intrigued me.

During our organizational work in the archive area, |
recently came across that item, and | would like to
share segments of a manuscript, “I Volunteered,” by
Helen's husband, William T. Hawkins.

William was part of a group representing 22 different
nationalities who, in his words, “voluntarily offered
my services to Finland during the 1939-1940 Finnish-
Russian War.” This group was the Foreign Volunteer
International Brigade, a unit unknown to many.

William's narrative begins thus: “The gangway had
been removed and the last lines that tied the boat to
America had just let go, for the moment of my
departure for Finland had finally arrived. As | gazed
out across the harbor to watch the myriad of lights
that brightened up New York, the greatest city in
America, a gentle snow began to fall. Many thoughts
wandered through my mind; parents, home,
friends—all had their part in the panorama that
engulfed my emotions that night. Only a few days
ago | was engaged in the pursuit of a normal
livelihood, now | was sailing away to war, to offer my
services to a country | had never seen and about
which | knew ittle. In the days to come, however, |
soon learned to respect the little country of Finland
and its courageous and determined people.”

William explains that during the years between his
high school graduation in 1933 and the day he left for
Finland he had already sailed the seven seas for a
year as a merchant seaman and had served in the
United States Army. He sums up those years by
saying “All told, | venture to say that | have traveled
well over 100,000 miles and have seen most of the
larger nations of the world.”

William writes: “When Finland was ruthlessly
attacked by Russia without provocation or warning,
the whole world stood aghast. This out and out act of
aggression, which the civilized nations of the world
were supposed to have relegated to the past, seemed
to be unbelievable. Here was one of the few nations
that was paying its war debts, one that was devoutly
spiritual—that this small nation that had troubled no
one and had lived honorably and industriously before
God and man should be so attacked without even the
formality of a declaration of war, gave me as it did
many other conscientious-minded people a heart-felt
desire to help Finland to the fullest extent of their
ability and training.”

He continues: “My motives for helping Finland were
three-fold: political, spiritual, and humanitarian.
Finland with its democratic principles and practices
placed on all freedom-loving peoples of the world the
privilege of actively aiding the cause of liberty and
the democratic principles by which they themselves
lived. The spiritual aspect which passed through my
mind was a picture of a spiritual Finland under the
iron heel of a godless nation. One that would grind
outthe spiritual life of Finland without pity or
compunction. From the humanitarian viewpoint, my
conscious heart demanded that I do all I, personally,
could to alleviate the terrible suffering caused by this
monstrous act of aggression. So, you can see that my
decision to aid Finland came as the result of a heart-
felt desire to help this people whom | had never seen,
and not from the lure of travel or adventure, for, as |
stated before, | had seen many nations and peoples
and was satisfied on that count.”

William's commentary takes him from New York on
the . S. Thorden, a boat of the Finnish-North
American Lines, to Trondheim, Norway, and on to
Bracke, Sweden, and eventually Tornio, Finland, by
train. All navigation through the southern waters of
Norway, Sweden, and Finland was blocked due to
mine fields, the work of several nations. On arrival in
Tornio, William comments: “It was here we entered
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the armed forces of Finland. At Tornio we received
our first official orders and proceeded to Lapua. This
city, located in the very heart of Finland, later
became the headquarters of the Foreign Volunteer
International Brigade. On arrival, each man was
selected according to his previous ability and military
training and immediately dispatched to his
detachment for further specialized training, which,
incidentally, included an intensive course in skiing.”

William comments: “To write a full account of the
war as | saw it and all the activities | witnessed during
the 60 days of intense fighting would require me to
write many books, so | can only say here that | will
never forget the valorous and fight that

nationalities represented. To each group he
addressed the same words—in their native tongue.
With tear-stained cheeks he thanked them for their
gallant spirit, the spirit which had brought them to
stand shoulder to shoulder with his countrymen in
their fight for freedom. At the end, he saluted them,
and in return they paraded by him for the last time,
each knowing his work had been well done. And so,
they marched away. Their final act was to lay
wreath on the tomb of Finland’s Unknown Soldier.”

William's manuscript does not end here, since his
journey home took him to Norway, where he writes
about enlisting as the only American volunteer in the

the Finnish Army, under the splendid leadership of
Field Marshal Mannerheim, made, nor will, I think,
the Finns ever forget the spirit that brought the now
famous Foreign Volunteer International Brigade from
all corners of the world to fight and die, if need be,
for what each thought was right.

“The work of the “Sisu” Brigade, to which | was
attached, consisted chiefly of guerilla warfare. Their
assignment was that of breaking the Russian lines of
communication and transportation. The world will
one day know the true meaning of the word ‘Sisu/.
When a man fights on for days without rest or sleep,
when he's ready to collapse physically, et still faces
the enemy determined to protect his country against
impossible odds knowing that each moment the hand
of death awaits him—that is, in part, ‘Sisu’.”

The war ended officially on March 24, 1940, and on
April 9, 1940, William was discharged from the
Finnish Army at Lapua. William comments about that
momentous day: “It was here that | had the rare
privilege of personally shaking the hand of Field
Marshal Mannerheim. This incident took place while |
was taking pictures of him addressing the different
nationalities at the hour of their release from the
Finnish Army. There were about 22 different

Navy, since Germany had during this time
attacked and invaded Norway.

Finally, on July 13, 1940, William writes, “We passed
the Statue of Liberty and entered the harbor of New
York. The emotions that welled up in me—I realized |
had finally arrived home safe and sound—I will never
be able to describe or write down with mere words.
To realize that | had survived six months of continual
warfare and come home at last was unbelievable—
like a dream.

“There are days when my heart is burdened with
sorrow, yet mingled with pride, as | sometimes find
my head turning to look over my shoulder as if to
gaze across the sea for one final glimpse of two
countries | shall never forget—Finland and Norway.

Mannerheim (second from left)-taken by William Hawkins.

To Subscribe fo the Finnish American Reporter, (12 issues/year) please call: 906-487-7549.

Or visit their website at: hitps:

finlandia.ed |
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FinnFunn 2021
October 29 - October 31, 2021 at The Inn at East Hill Farm
Adapted from the Saima Park and East Hill Farm websites.

After a long confinement, a crisp, colorful, fall weekend in the beautiful Monadnock region of New Hampshire
awaits. Come reconnect with long-time and new friends at the 29™ FinnFunn Weekend, the regional event
planned by New England Finnish-American groups.

Accordionist Bernie Nowak and the Oivan llo Finnish Folk band,
Revontulet Finnish Folk dancers, crafting, the raffle and topical Finnish
videos are sure to please. New presenters and performers bring fresh

to Finnish and Finnish ican cultural topics. For the first
time: learn to write your Finnish story followed by an optional writing
workshop. The Tori (market) returns, giving everyone the opportunity to
find a treasure on Saturday. Hosted by the Troy Recreation Committee

at the Troy Elementary School, the Tori blends Finnish favorites with
local products.

This year, (re-)Jintroduce your adult children or grandchildren to FinnFunn Weekend. They can learn about
Finlandia Foundation National’s (FFN) Young Leaders Board (YLB) from two of its charter members and join the
YLB's network of forward-looking young Finn-Ams who will shape FFN for those to come. By gifting a Saturday
day pass to younger family members, you can assure our shared Finnish heritage is part of their future.

We look forward to greeting you at East Hill Farm for a relaxing weekend of fellowship, “funn,” and discovery,

If you would like more information about FunnFunn, please:

o Visit the Saima Park website at: https://www.saima-park.org/

o Visit the FinnFunn website at: https: hill-farm.c f kend-2

= Room reservations are made directly with The Inn by calling 1-800-242-6495
o Contact local FAHS members: Steven Bousquet, Anita Smiley, Saul Ahola or Stan Karro

For the health and safety of all guests and staff,
the Fil i r attendees be vaccinated.
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Congratulations — Onnea

Nelly Fyke on her 70™ birthday. Nelly was born on June 27in Helsinki, Finland, and was able to celebrate at the
Finnish Hall with family and friends while also celebrating Juhannus on June 26.
]

Captain Aaron “Muddy” Waters on his retirement on July 9, 2021 for his
service in the U.S. Coast Guard for 31 years to the date. A 1994 graduate
of the USCGA, he retired as the Commanding Officer of the Leadership
Development Center; and a career highlight includes piloting one of the
first helicopters to respond to Hurricane Katrina. Family and friends
joined the weekend-long celebration in Waterford where he, his wife
Minna, and their two teens reside. Keep embracing your 1% Finnish
roots Aaron! From left, Minna and Aaron Waters.
Travis Palonen (originally from Plainfield) and Kimberly Mediin (originally from Lynbrook, NY) who became Mr. and
Mrs. Travis Palonen on Saturday, July 10, 2021, at their home in Canterbury, CT, celebrating with a small group of
family and friends. Travis is the Grandson of Arthur and Lempi Palonen (deceased members of FAHS), son of Arvid
and Pat Palonen of Plainfield, CT. (who submitted information), and godson of Zelma and Dennis Gladu of
Canterbury, CT. Wishing them the best in life as the newest Mr. and Mrs. Palonen! Travis is a new FAHS member.

Joyce Taylor Willey celebrated her 85™ Birthday on August 27 in Coventry CT with her family. Joyce now lives in
Vero Beach, FL.
Get Well Wishes — Pikaista Paranemista

Ann Gruenberg of Hampton, CT - she is currently going through medical testing/procedures.

Thure and Irja Oja of Brooklyn, CT — both are at Pierce Care Rehabilitation in Brooklyn. Irja is recovering from a
second hip injury and Thure has respiratory challenges.

Josie Stenback is recovering from a recent fall/accident and has spent two weeks in rehabilitation.
Kris Tikkanen continues to improve after tick bites and many days in the hospital.
Leila Judd is recovering from hip replacement surgery.

Sympathies — Otamme Osaa

Karen Jalkanen and Shirley (Jalkanen) Shaw recently lost their sister-in-law, Ann Jalkanen. They also lost their
brother, Leslie Jalkanen in January 2020. A future memorial gathering will be held for both of the deceased.

Paul Taff of Andover, CT, husband of Valerie Taff, passed away on March 22. He thoroughly enjoyed being
immersed in Finnish culture, customs and language for the 50 years of their marriage. He was a proud member of
FAHS, and he was honored to be an assimilated Finn.
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From the FAHS Newsletter Committee:

Thank you to everyone who consistently contributes to the newsletter and to those who contribute on
occasion. The newsletter is for the membership and it takes an engaged membership to keep it both
informative and interesting. Readers look forward to personal stories, pictures of happenings at the Hall,
historical artifacts in the archives as well as cultural articles.

Areminder of the quarterly deadlines, for your convenience.

Submission Deadlines
Dec. 10 deadline for 1st Quarter (January 1 - March 31) - Winter Issue
Mar. 10 deadline for 2nd Quarter (April 1 - June 30) - Spring Issue
Jun. 10 deadline for 3rd Quarter (July 1 - Sept. 30) - Summer Issue
Sept. 10 deadline for 4th Quarter (Oct. 1 - Dec. 31) - Fall Issue

Kav.gruder@gmail.com is your point of contact for all submissions. Kay will provide the shared folder links
upon request and is available to provide guidance and answers to your submission questions

Aaron Waters fine-tuning the technology for the first FAHS Hybrid Membership Meeting.

FAHS Membership Meetings are now held in a hybrid (in person and Zoom) to not only ensure the safety of
members, and to allow those who live a long distance from the Hall to participate in the meeting. If you would
like to participate, please be sure that we have your e-mail address so @ Zoom invite can be sent to you prior
to the meeting.
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Scholarship Committee Update
By Ann Gruenberg

Thank You and Congratulations
% Thanks to Aili Galasyn, who is retiring from the Committee, for her many years of dedicated service.
% Thanks to the Board of Directors for fundraising initiatives.
% Congratulations to Kyle Bacon, last year’s scholarship recipient, for completing his graduate programs
% Congratulations to Bowen Popkin for receiving this year's scholarship. Bowen will attend the
Pennsylvania State University. His thoughtful plans include eventually studying medicine
In the winter issue of the newsletter, we will feature a detailed article on Bowen Popkin,
with an application included for next year.

Wishing you well,
Ann Gruenberg, Chair, Scholarship Committee
Landline: 860-455-1211 | Cell: 860-465-7486

FAHS C i C
By Katrina Bousquet

The Collections Management Committee met at the hall several times in the late summer. We have made
slow but steady progress, deciding which items should stay in the Archive and which should go to the FAHS
Lending Library. We have several more meeting dates coming up and are looking forward to working together
to make the FAHS Archive more user-friendly.

DID YOU KNOW? Members and non-members can support FAHS when purchasing items from Amazon?
The Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% of each purchase made through Amazon Smile. You MUST activate
Smile when you on-line shop by searching smile.amazon.com to find Finnish American Heritage Society Inc in
the list of organizations. Every little bit adds up and helps. Thank yow! Kiitos!

Submitting Member Newy & Milestones

If you would like to have any "well wishes, condolences, or congratulations” included in our upcoming
newsletter, please email our C: Secretary, at minna il.com by December 10, 2021,
Please put “News and Milestones” in the subject line. Paljon Kiitoksia/Many Thanks, Minna.
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Welcome New Members

Aileen Saari, Stonington, CT

New Members are ALWAYS welcome!
Membership coupon is enclosed.

President Steven Bousquet  860-608-8366
Vice President  Steve Coupe 401-568-6614
Treasurer Jobina Miller 860-377-0789
Secretary Aaron Waters  215-454-2494
Correspondence Minna Waters  215-454-1614
Membership (currently open)

Coming Events at a Glance
October 7 Hybrid Membership meeting. 7 p.m.
October 28 Board Meeting (Zoom). 7 p.m.

October 20-31 FinnFunn Weekend at
East Hill Farm, Troy, NH

November  No Mectings scheduled
December 4 Membership Meeting. 11 a.m.-noon

Potluck Lunch, 12 p.m.-1 p.m.
Christmas Party. 1 p.m.-3 p.m

The complete Calendar of Events is on the
FAHS website at: www

Ay
Finnish American
Heritage Society

is 2 non-profit organization established in 1987 to preserve and promote
Finnish-American heritage. Membership is open to all who are
interested in the purpose of the organization.

Mailing address: P.O. Box 252, Canterbury, CT 06331

Street address: Finnish Hall, 76 North Canterbury Road, Canterbury

Phone Number: (860) 546-6671 Email address: info@fahs-ct orz

World Wide Web address: www fahs-ct org

YouTube: hrg s://wiww youtube and search for Finnish American
eritage Society, Cant

On F’lcebonL s e ook om mummerb uryct
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