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*“Sibelius at 150” Concert Highlights FinnFunn Weekend 2015

It was a warm and sunny Sunday afternoon in May
as we walked towards the Clark Memorial Chapel on
the campus of the Pomfret School where students at-
tend from many countries of the world. This was the
setting as we approached the historic, early 1900s ivy-
covered stone church to attend the last and featured
program of FinnFunn 2015. the concert called “Sibelius
at 150.” This musical ending to the very successful
weekend could not have been any more appropriate
for the audience of Finnish Americans. local residents.
and those from the Northeast region. Boston. Maine.
and as far away as the Midwest.

The weekend began on Saturday. May 16, with a Tori/
Open Market held at the Canterbury Community Cen-
ter. This allowed a better venue for more than 30 very
diverse craft vendors and PBS Antique Roadshow
Appraiser Wayne Tuiskula of Central Mass Auctions.
The appraising was one of the most popular activities
at the market. The Zori proved to be an outstanding
success with many Finnish foods. including meat
pasties, Finnish meatball dinners. and salmon chow-
der.

Our initial programs of the early afternoon followed
at the Finnish Hall. Maarit Uusitalo, a costume and
set designer from Tampere. Finland. who was visiting
the University of Connecticut for three weeks to help
with an exhibit about Beatrice Fox Auerbach. was able
to fitin a presentation at FinnFunn Weekend about the
historical perspective and current trends in Finnish
design. Dr. Donal Carbaugh. Professor of Communi-
cation, University of Massachusetts, Ambherst. spoke
next on “Finns and Americans in Conversation: Invis-
ible Misunderstandings™ to a rapt audience.

These programs were followed by a short social time
and a gathering at the banquet tent where attendees

by Stan Karro

were treated to a delicious barbeque of pulled pork.
ribs, (by our “resident” barbeque chef Rob Miller),
summer side dishes. and dessert.

The evening entertainment started with the
Revontulet Finnish Folk Dancers. They were accom-
panied by a string ensemble. including Saul Ahola. and
accordion music. This was followed by dancing to
the music of the Central Mass Accordion Club. These
groups have become wonderful entertainment favor-
ites of the Southern New England region.

On Sunday morning. a video of the “Life of Jean
Sibelius™ was shown, along with a related discussion
by Saul Ahola.

Our second morning program was “A Historical
Overview of the Finnish Runners and Winners of the
Boston Marathon.” Stan Karro. President of FAHS,
related many results of the Finnish runners of 1950s.
60s and 70s. From 1954 to 1978. nearly 35 Finnish
runners placed in the top ten positions. with Finns win-
ning in seven of those years. The Eastern Connecticut
region was very active in the 1950s in hosting and fi-
nancially supporting runners from Finland. with a lo-
cal Plainfield resident. Otto Pussinen. chairing the
Finnish Marathon Committee. The program concluded
with Karl Makela of Holden, MA., relating his hosting
of many runners in the late 1960s and 1970s. Karl has
a long term involvement with the Boston Marathon
and Finns. He provided an extensive scrap book of
each year of the Boston Marathon and the Finnish run-
1ETS.

The weekend events concluded at the Finnish Hall
with a catered brunch prior to the concert at the Pomfret
School. FinnFunn Weekend 2015 proved to be a unique
and interesting event of culture, education. music, food.
and. of course. fun.
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Maarit Uusitalo Presents Finnish Design Program at FinnFunn Weekend
by Patti Folsom

The program. “Finnish Design: Historical Perspective and Latest
News.” was the first presentation of the FinnFunn Weekend events.
About 50 FinnFunn participants traveled to the Finnish Hall from
the Tori at the Canterbury Community Center to listen to Maarit
Uusitalo of Tempere, Finland. Maarit’s biography in the FinnFunn
program delineated her impressive background. She holds a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Fashion Design from the University of Cen-
tral England and a Master of Arts degree in Costume Design from
the Aalto University of Arts, Design and Architecture i Helsinka.
Finland. She has also done fashion design for Marimekko. de-
signed her own signature collection and conducted stage costume
history research. Currently. she is at work on costume design for
the musical “Sugar™ and is working on two set designs for a project
based on an old Finnish television series

Many FAHS members may remember meeting Maarit and her
two young children when they came to the Hall for a membership
meeting in 2013 while she was a visiting scholar at the University of
Connecticut. Some members mightalso remember Maarit and her
friend. Laura Autio, presenting their favorite traditional Finnish
Christmas recipes for the 2013 Culinary Delights program.

Maarit’s presentation began with an overview of the historical
perspective of design in Finland. She emphasized the simplicity of
Finnish design and the relationship of Finnish design with nature.
Many of the classic names and brands Maarit discussed were fa-
miliar to us. such as Alvar Aalto. Tittala. Arabia and Marimekko.
Other names. such as designer Yki Nummi and Vivero, may not be
as familiar, but the slides showing Nummi'’s classic lamp designs

and Vivero chairs evoked memories of classic Scandinavian design FinnFunn Weekend
styles of the 1950s and 1960s. Guest Speaker
Maarit mesmerized the audience by giving some interesting back- Maarit Uusitalo

ground information about the Marimekko company. She also en-
lightened us about some new names that have emerged onto the
Finnish fashion scene. These include Paulo Suhonen. with her
Ivana Helsinki brand: Samu-Jussi Koski, who started the Samuji
design; Maria Jokela, co-founder of the Dead Birds& Lionheart
label: and Tiia Vanhatapio, the “Queen of the Cocktail
Dress.”

The presentation concluded with information about the Finn- )
ish textile company and fashion brand. Nanso. Nanso is Pick Your Own At i Ly \

known for their jersey fabric and the company boasts that TIKKANEN' S [

Photo by Patti Folsom

the majority of their products are locally produced. Their BERRY FARM ¥
web site, www.nansogroup.com, lists the company ideals Cabwn Franch Road, Swrieg Conmecsut

as “courage. responsibility, quality and Finmishness.” For their e e v:
vision, they state: “In 2017, we will be the flagship of Finn- Phone: (860) 774-0177 &
1sh fashion.” This is definitely a label to watch and one to " —_—

scout out on your next trip to Finland.
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WHAT’S SO FUNNY. INVISIBLE MISUNDERSTANDINGS
Finns and Americans in Conversation
A FinnFunn Presentation by Dr. Donal Carbaugh

Scene: A Finnish Living Room. Two couples: one
couple visiting from America. in a Finnish home.
Lunch just finished. The two couples then sit together
m the living room. Ten minutes pass: (silence). Ten.
maybe more, minutes pass (silence). Finally the Finn-
ish hostess asks: “When you are with your friends in
America, do you talk most of the time?” One of the
Americans quietly answers: ““Well. yes we do.”

With this anecdote. Dr Donal Carbaugh. Professor
of Communication at the University of Massachusetts
(Amherst) began his presentation to a rapt audience
on Saturday afternoon. May 16. of FinnFunn Week-
end. Dr. Carbaugh is familiar to many who have at-
tended FinnFunn Weekends. since he gave a stimulat-
ing presentation on a similar topic several years ago at
FinnFunn in the Catskills. Prefacing this presentation
with the scene above and other humorous personal ex-
periences, Dr. Carbaugh led his audience deeper mto
his research on Finnish/American cultural misunder-
standings: research that can be explored further in his
forthcoming book (with Mike Berry) Reporting Cul-
tures: That'’s Not Funny.

For Dr. Carbaugh. the Invisible Misunderstandings
that occur between Finns and Americans is on the sur-
face very funny. but it also reflects the serious cultural
complexities of both Finland and the United States.
The many jokes and anecdotes also highlight that what
1s humorous in one culture 1s not necessarily humor-
ous in another.

To mtroduce the FinnFunn audience to these com-
plexaties, Dr. Carbaugh showed the British version of
the famous “Tango Finlandia™ segment from the CBS
60 Minutes program. noting that this segment has been
shown annually for many years, and that the British
version differed somewhat from the original Ameri-
can version. With its humorous, almost disbelieving
narration (that prompted many comments when it was
first aired). it does show that communication also can
occur in many different ways. including expressive
dance. The Tango? Finns?

Using analytical techniques such as “Echoing Se-
quence Activities,” Dr. Carbaugh contrasted the deeper
cultural perceptions behind the usual stereotypes of
Americans (from the Finnish point of view) always

by Sean A. Tate, edited by Allan Seppa

talking. feeling they must fill every silence, and “al-
ways smiling”™ with the American perception that the
Finns are sad. melancholy. depressed and inexpressive.
The American premises of identity are that people
should “be happy. (have an) expressive self. be outgo-
ing and warm.” The American mindset is more on the
order of ““don’t worry. be happy.” Meanwhile, the in-
ner Finnish voice is saying “Yes. we are very melan-
choly. but we need that: we should have a ‘muted
voice’.” When asked to elaborate. they would say that
“we Finns want to protect ourselves, and others™ and
“we want to respect each other’s privacy.” As Dr.
Carbaugh added. “If each country had a *volume con-
trol” the United States would be turned up to an 8’
while Fmland would be ata *2°.”

Dr. Carbaugh then reviewed. often using Finnish
terms, why the Finns speak less. The norms in Finnish
society are “defer to others. be silent, respectful. re-
served. This is the natural way to be.” “*Olla rauhassa”.
for example, refers to “be quietly in peace.” Like the
characteristics of Finnish design (described in an ear-
lier presentation on this FinnFunn Weekend). its people
should be strong and keep things simple in the best
sense of the word. “Quietude is a good way of being.”
“Speak if you have something worthy to say,” and high-
lighting an American habit, “never say what is obvi-
ous.” Importantly. to be shy from the Finnish point of
view 1s almost always assumed to be positive. Ameri-
cans (in a broad generalization) assume shyness to be
more negative. Dr. Carbaugh pointed out that the Finn-
ish word “ujo™ does not equal “shy” in the American
sense. He also noted that the Finnish word “erotfua”
means “superficial:” which is how Finns might describe
how Americans may violate Finnish rules of conversa-
tion.

Summarizing his final reflections on “Finnish Les-
sons.” Dr. Carbaugh made 5 points: (1) come over for
coffee = deep ritual: (2) reflective silence can be re-
laxing: (3) silence allows thinking, contemplation =
nature!: (4) being alone can be a good constructive
thing, and (5) one does not need to talk to be engaged.
He concluded by making an important clarifying point:
“When I talk about Finnish silence. do not misunder-
stand me (to mean) that all Finns are silent.”
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FinnFunn Weekend Ends on a High Note With Craig Randal Johnson’s
*Sibelius at 150 Concert

An audience of over 175 people filled Clark Memorial
Chapel on the Pomfret School Campus in Pomfiet. CT,
on Sunday, May 17, for a celebration of Jean Sibelius’s
150™ Anniversary. It was a beautiful spring afternoon and
the stone chapel. completed in 1908, a time when Sibelius
was composing much of hus wonderful music, was the per-
fect place to enjoy Minneapolis based pianist. conductor
and bassist Craig Randal Johnson's powerful performance
on the chapel’s Steinway grand piano. This was not Mr.
Johnson’s first performance m the Quiet Corner. as he had
played at the Finnish Hall in 1999 when he was Finlandia
Foundation’s “Performer of the Year™.

The program opened with two selections performed by
the Northeast Connecticut Community String Orchestra.
Andante Festivo. origmally composed for string quartet,
was later rearranged by Sibelius for string orchestra espe-
cially for an international shortwave broadcast on New
Year’s Eve in 1939. Sibelius conducted the performance
intended as a greeting to the New York Worlds Fair that
was about to open that spring. The tone of Andante Festivo
is one of almost sacred gravity and its simple repeated
melody has been described as “an emotional balm to a
world about to be torn again by war.” It 1s performed at
many important state events in Finland. was played at
Sibelius’s funeral and seemed to be the perfect piece to
begin this celebration of his 150% birthday. The orchestra
then played Impromptus Op. 5 for String Orchestra which
was also the composer’s rearrangement. this time of two
piano pieces. with the noble and Iyrical lines in E minor of
Impromptu No. 5 surrounding the central gentle waliz sec-
tion in E major of the Impromptu No. 6.

Craig Randal Johnson'’s piano recital began with Sonatina
No. 2. which Sibelius composed during his “middle™ pe-
riod shortly before World War I. In his program notes.
M. Johnson pointed out that in this piece Sibelius’s “musi-
cal ideas create a very clear and clean sound picture, al-
most austere at times. vet with munerous song-like phrases
throughout.” The second piece by Sibelius. Kyllikla/ Three
Lyric Pieces, Op. 41 was a perfect example of the
composer’s use of the Runes (Poems/Songs) of the
Kalevala as inspiration for his compositions. The three
movements musically reflect Lemmunkémen’s state of nund
as he interacts with the island maid Kyllikki. whom he ab-
ducts. and then the two swear an oath to each other. In the

by Saul Ahola

third lyric piece or movement. as Mr. Johnson’s program
notes point out. the music reflects that all 1s well “until one
night LemminkZinen doesn’tcome home. and Kyllikka goes
dancing. The bond is broken.™

In the first half of his program. in addition to these com-
positions by Sibelius. Mr. Johnson also played pieces by
Leevi Madetoja and Einojuhani Rautavaara. Madetoja had
been a student of Sibelius and was the second Fmnmish com-
poser after him to be awarded a state stipend. Vanha Muisto
/ An Old Memory was a delicate piece reflecting, as Mr.
Johnson pointed out, “Madetoja’s classic reserved style.
with a hunt of French impressionistic influence.” He goes
on to say “Madetoja’s tie to Ostrobothnia is personally
important to this writer, whose family hails in part from
Polyanmaa.” Rautavaara. “the grand old man of Finnish
music,” was also influenced by Sibelius: but as Mr. Johnson
illustrated m his program notes. as well as with his power-
ful piano performance of ““The Fire Sermon.” Rautavaara
certamly has “his own distinct musical language.”

Following a brief intermission. the program continued
with three well-known Sibelius compositions. Mr. Johnson
points out that “Valse Triste was for a time one of the most
frequently performed orchestral concert pieces worldwide
and remains highly popular and one of Sibelius’s very best
known works.” Craig Johnson’s wonderful piano solo of
this emotional piece relayed the scenario which Sibelius
was musically illustrating in this tone poem and which M.
Johnson described i the program notes: “Ttis night as a
boy watches his sick mother sleeping motionless in bed.
The mother wakes and begins gently moving. She moves
i thythm, ever more vigorously, mingling with dancers.
After a ime she collapses and the music stops. Once agam
she rises and wild dancing resumes. There is a knock. a
cry. as death stands at the door.”

Six Bagatelles. Op. 97 was also very enjoyable with the
six short pieces depicting dance movements or song. The
melodies were captivating and as Craig Johnson explained
during the performance *“the music 1s clear, the structure is
bold. and there is no excess or waste. This is Sibelius at his
very best.”

- continued on page 6
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More FinnFunn Weekend Photos by Sean Tate

Tha FAHS

1' l’.!urﬂ-ru)

Finns and Americans in |
Conversation:

Top left : Diners in the FinnFunn Cafe at the Canterbury Community Center. Top right : Craig Randal outside the
Pomfret School Chapel prior to his concert. Bottom left : Guest speaker Prof. Donal Carbaugh. Bottom right :
Interior of the chapel at the Pomfret School, scene of Craig Randal’s concert.

.,  Family Fun.
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risason CLCRED Snk. & MO East Hill Farm

Troy, New Hampshire

1-800-242-6495
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Sibelius at 150 Concert continued from page 4

The afternoon performance ended with Craig Randal
Johnson plaving a rousing and audience-pleasing rendi-
tion of Jean Sibelius’s signature composition. Finlandia.

Mr. Johnson’s program notes describe it well: “In 1900
Sibelius arranged Finlandia for piano solo. Subsequently
in 1941 the *hymn’ section for Finlandia was arranged for
choir in a version titled ‘Finlandia Hymn'. The “hymn’ sec-
tion has been set to other texts in several languages. and is
frequently sung by countless vocal groups and choirs. The
music is direct. very powerful and dramatic. with the quiet
‘hymn’ section somewhat past the middle of the piece. In
the United States. ‘Finlandia’ remaims the most important
Sibelius work for Finnish-Americans and many others gen-
erally. ‘Finlandia’, for many Finnish Americans. means Fin-
land itself™

The ““Sibelius at 150 concert was uplifting and a suc-
cess by any measure and was a memorable ending to a
FinnFunn weekend which celebrated Finnish American
heritage, culture and Jean Sibelius. The concert and the
efforts to promote it to the Quiet Corner community were
made possible by Grants from Finlandia Foundation and
Finn Spark. along with the support of the New England

Finnish American community, Northeast CT businesses

and supporters of the arts. Craig Randal at the piano in the chapel at the Pomfret School
Photo by Sean Tate

* * * * * * * * *» * * * * * *

TORI/Open Air Market at FinnFunn Weekend
by Rita Kelley

The day started out cloudy and then some light rain came. It didn’t last long. The sun came out and what a glorious
day. We had 30 vendors, including Finnish Treasures from Ohio. Suomi Imports from Pennsylvania. crafts. wood-
work. Tupperware. Thirty-one bags, jewelry. veggies, plants, and Finnish coffee. located inside and outside at the
Canterbury Community Center. There was a steady stream of buyers from 9 am to 3 pm.

Our kitchen ladies ( Lisa Liamma. Marja-Leena Huhta . Mary Ellen Harmon, Ellen Buffington. Fran Kotowski.
Arlene Roberts, Eleanor Mikutel. Haley Gault ) led by Marcia Huhta did a superb job. Some menu items included
salmon chowder. pasty. piirakka, meatballs. and hot dogs . There was coffee and pulla always available. We sold
many loaves of pulla also.

An added attraction was our antiques appraiser, Wayne Tuiskula, who from 10 am to 1 pm appraised antiques and
family heirlooms. Wayne is from Central Mass Auctions.

We are always happy to have Mike Kotowski play his accordion. It is easy listening music.

Matti Huhta was the man behind the scenes. He does so much preparation beforehand that no one realizes. A great
co-chairman.

Our cleaning crew ( Katrina Bousquet. Steve Bousquet. Annaliisa Brassard, Jackie Engblom, Matti Huhta, Marja L.
Huhta, Fran Kotowski. and Marcia Huhta) was right there to do the ** dirty work.™

Our raffle was held at the Finn Hall . We had 38 raffle items. Thanks to Irene and Jean for all their help and special
thanks to those who donated raffle items.

Many thanks to all our volunteers. Our success could not have been possible without your help. It was truly a
FINN FUNN weekend!
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And the 90™ Anniversary Hall Celebration Continues
by Stan Karro with photos by Sean Tate

Memories, music and food highlighted the Finnish Hall 90® Anniversary celebration events on Sunday after-
noon, June 7. in Canterbury. The afternoon began with a social and reception hour, with accordion music
provided by Bert Stromholm and Mike Kotowski. Matti and Marcia Huhta conducted the flag procession
while Sean Tate played the national anthems on the piano. Mirja Hanslin of Westerly, RI. catered an outstand-
ing salmon and roast beef dinner. using a salmon recipe provided by Eila Makipuro and presented the cake
pictured below. The program continued with Master of Ceremonies and current FAHS President. Stan Karro.
mtroducing violin music by Saul Ahola. accompanied by Bert Stromholm.

The program continued with Burton Jernstrom. our historian. providing the history of the Finnish Hall. which
hosted an Open House celebration on Christmas Day in 1925. June Leiss and Hannu Makipuro provided their
memories of the many plays and musicians who performed during recent decades of hall events. Past President
Anita Smiley provided details of the hall expansion when the archives. museum and library were constructed
under the project management of her husband. Jack Smiley. also a Past President and a “Galvanized Finn.”

Kantele musical selections were provided by Jackie Harjula of South Thomaston. ME. followed by Burton
Jernstrom on his harmonica. This was a rare opportunity to hear Burton for many of us. Anita Smiley recited
the poem. “T Am the Hall.” by Kim Aalto. Past President Matti Huhta provided a tribute and greetings to the
early Finns and to the audience. He also read a message from Past President Stephen Popkin. who was unable
to attend due to business travel.

As the afternoon events came to a close. Josie Stenback presented a memorial brick for the Memorial Garden
i honor of the builders of the Finnish Hall. A perfect segment to help conclude a diverse and wonderful
afternoon at the Finnish Hall. Tom Rutherford. President of our sister organization, Aura Seura of Voluntown,
CT. provided closing comments.

The FAHS will again celebrate this 90 anniversary milestone with an Open House on Sunday. November 1
in conjunction with our afternoon membership meeting. We wish everyone a wonderful and safe Fourth of July
holiday. You can see more photos on the FAHS Facebook page.
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Finnish Culinary Delights
by Patti Folsom

The Finnish Culinary Delights program. held on April
11th, drew approximately forty attendees. both from our
general membership and the surrounding community. This
year’s theme. “Soups and Breads.” was suggested by Anita
Smiley and heartily endorsed by Culinary Delights Chair-
person Patti Folsom.

Susan Coupe led the presentations with her recipe for
Barley Bread. Susan was quick to point out her fondness
for buymg bread-makimg products from King Arthur Flour
in Norwich, VT, including the dough enhancer that she
adds to her recipe.

The next presenters included Katrina Bousquet and Mary
Ellen Harmon. Katrina’s Ham and Pea Soup recipe 1s easy
and delicious. It calls for cooking a ham bone 1n a crock
pot and then adding pigeon peas, onions. carrots, pota-
toes and a tomato to the deboned meat and stock. Mary
Ellen’s Rye Bread recipe includes orange peel. dark mo-
lasses. and a variety of spices - enough to make our mouths
water as we waited for the tasting.

Stan Karro. who was unable to attend because of a prior
commitment, brought his popular Salmon Chowder to the
Hall ahead of time. In Stan’s absence, Patti Folsom ex-
plained the process of how Stan makes his chowder. Patti
also presented recipes for Fruit Soup and Creamed Rice.
Though a novice at making this traditional Finnish dish,
Patti emphasized to the audience that she would definitely
make the dish again. avoiding some of the pitfalls (buying
dried frut with small pits) she encountered.

Anita Smiley gave us some historical background with
her recipe for Pasties. These small meat pies were origi-
nally made by Comish miners in Michigan’s Upper Penin-
sula and then adapted by the Finnish miners. Although the
rectpe is somewhat mvolved, the finished product is worth
the time and effort, so Anita suggests making a large batch
and freezing some for a future meal.

Raftle tickets were sold at the beginning of the program
and many prizes were ratfled off during the set up time for
cach presentation. Several lucky audience members won
cookbooks and other items donated by FAHS members.

The tasting part of the program 1s always the favorite
part of the event. Participants enjoyed feasting on the
breads. pasties. soups and chowder. Talk was lively as
audience members and presenters exchanged ideas on
recipes and ingredients.

The Culinary Delights program continues to be a peren-
nial favorite among the many activities in the FAHS calen-

dar. Many thanks to our presenters. to those who do-
nated raffle items. and to the volunteers who helped setup
and clean up: Katrina Bousquet, Annalisa Brassard. Su-
san Coupe, Jackie Engblom. Patti Folsom. Mary Ellen
Harmon, Matti Huhta. Beverly Johnson. Stan Karro. Irene
Profetto. and Anita Smiley. And special thanks to Susan
Coupe for giving this year’s program a new look by em-
broidering matching “*Culinary Delights 2105 aprons for
each presenter. as well as similarly embroidered potholders
for the raffle table.

Hall Restrooms Get a Makeover
by Patti Folsom
With an eye towards FinnFunn Weekend and the many
new visitors that would be coming to our Hall. Katrina
Bousquet decided to give the downstairs men’s and ladies
rooms a makeover. Katrina enlisted the help of her mother.
Jackie Engblom. to help her begin the project by stripping
the wallpaper
borders, priming
the walls and
painting the ceil-
mngs. The follow-
ing week. Patti
Folsom and
Dale Froelich
assisted Katrina
with the first coat
ofpaint. During
the third and fi-
nal day. Dale and
Katrina finished
the job by giving
the walls a sec-
ond coat of
paint, adding
new curtains. a
new murror (do-
nated by Stan
Karro) and a
photo print (donated by Allan Seppa) in the men’s room
and new curtains and a wall hanging in the ladies’ room.
Many thanks to Katrina, Jackie, Dale and Patti for donating
approximately 40 volunteer hours, plus paint supplies and
curtains.

Jackie Engblom sprucing up the

restrooms Photo by Katrina Bousquet
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Finnish
Culinary
Delights
Program

Photos

The Presenters

As shown in top left photo, left to right :
Mary Ellen Harmon, Anita Smiley, Patti Folsom,
Susan Coupe, and Katrina Bousquet

Photos by Sean Tate
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FACES at FAHS Update
by Beverly Johnson
Since the inception of FACES at FAHS four years ago.
at this time of the year. committee members were scram-
bling to find artisans to fill our spaces. Not this year! Co-
chair, Patti Folsom and I are delighted to announce that
the spaces at FACES are filled!

To what do we owe our wonderful news? Partly to -

e ourextensive PR efforts (special kudos to Kafrina
Bousquet, FAHS PR designee)

¢ ourincreased community presence during the past
four years

¢ our FAHS members who have supported us so
beautifully and in somany ways : 1.e. set-up, clean-
up. parking. music (thanks Mike Kotowska). fi-
nancial support. suggestions. cooperation. and
compliments

e the enthusiasm and expertise of our very talented
artisans

¢ our skilled and personable craft demonstrators (in-
cluding many FAHS members)

¢ ouwr FAHS Towr Guides (Matti Huhta and Burton
Jernstrom)

¢ our faithful FAHS members and dedicated non-
FAHS members who year after year bring deli-
cious foods, energy. and fiiendlmess that make our
Café and FACES at FAHS event so successful
and enjoyable.

If you have yet to attend one of our Fine Art & Craft
Exhibit & Sale events, mark your calendar (NOTE: the
day will now be the first Saturday in October)for Satur-
day. October 3, 2015. If you have attended before. please
come again! This year. in addition to some of our returning
artisans, we will be featuring new pamters. photographers
(one exclusively with handmade cards), and jewelers. as
well as a weaver. wreath maker and tie dye artist. Dem-
onstrations will mclude Finnish birch bark crafts. lamp work
beads. pottery wheel. spinning wheel (both a local spinner
as well as a Finnish spinner i costume using a Finnish
wheel.) weaving, woodcarving. and the unique craft of
cordwaining (shoe making!)

The time remains the same —9:30am to 3:00pm. There
1s no admission fee. Our Hall is handicapped accessible.
Our FACES at FAHS Café will be open for coftee. puilia.
and lunch. Music (accordion. mandolin, and mountain dul-
cimer) will be performed throughout the day and tours of

the FAHS Archives. Heritage Museum, Library, and saumna
will be given. Twenty artisans will occupy the Hall. sev-
eral more will be outside.

Please join us at our 5® Annual FACES at FAHS and
be sure to “find us™ and “like us™ on Facebook! For more
information. contact us at FACESarFEAHS@gmail.com.

Share Your Immigrant Stories
by Patti Folsom

Maarit Uusitalo. who presented the program on Finnish
Design for FinnFunn Weekend. is eager to hear stories
about your Finnish relatives who came to the United
States. After gathering information from descendants of
Finns who settled in Connecticut and other nearby New
England states. Maarit hopes to mount an exhibit in her
hometown of Tampere, Finland.

Maarit explained that Finns are always curious about
their relatives who left Fimland for anew life in the United
States. She would like her exhibit to feature stories of
when and why people left Finland for the United States
and what life was like for them when they settled in the
United States. The exhibit would also include photo-
graphs. personal items. clothes and accessories, letters
and diaries from the time the immigrants came to the United
States.

During FinnFunn Weekend. Maarit interviewed several
FAHS members about their Finnish immigrant families.
Maarit is eager to continue interviewing and gathering
background information for her research. If you would
like to share your stories with Maarit. email her at
kalmakurki@gmail.com with “FAHS Immigrant Story”
in the subject heading.

Brian Andstrom, sroker
Cell: 860-450-6534
Email: bands@askpartner.com

Office: 860-564-3366 Ext. 211
Office Fax: 860-564-3371
ThePartnerNetwork Net

NETWORK

34 Fast Main Street * P O Box 426 » Central Village » CT= 06332

= Real Estate Centers
PARTNER |
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Members News and Milestones

Congratulations- Onnea

* Aili and Valentine Galasyn of Canterbury. CT. will celebrate 60 years of marriage on July 2 with a family
reunion. Look for a photo of the group in the next issue.

* Rita and John Kelley of Killingly. CT. welcomed a new grandchild. Joanna Liisa Kelley. born April 7 to
parents Chris and Lindsay Kelley.

* Kaarina Kelley Jobe of Richmond. VA. graduated on May 9 from the University of Richmond School of
Professional and Continuing Studies with a Graduate Certificate in Educational Leadership and Policy
Studies. Her parents are John and Rita Kelley.

* Ellen Buffington of Canterbury. CT. 1s retiring after 40 years in nursing with a career that spanned many
roles. including staff nurse. educator. adjunct professor. manager. Director of Nursing. and Vice Presi-
dent. in three states: Maine. Virginia. and Connecticut. She 1s looking forward to setting her own sche-
dule and having more time to enjoy family and travel.

* Brian Andstrom of Plainfield. CT. was appointed to the Board of Directors of the Jewett City Savings Bank.

» Sarah Ahola of Colorado. daughter-in-law of Saul and Sandra Ahola of Woodstock. CT. and an epidemiolo-
gist with the USDA. is helping with the avian flu outbreak in the Midwest.

» Rita Kelley of Dayville. CT, celebrated her 70® birthday in April.

» Marcia Huhta of Moosup. CT, celebrated her 75% birthday in March.

» Pauline Andstron of Plainfield. CT. celebrated her 85® birthday in February.

* Mary Ellen Harmon of Greene. RI. celebrated her 75th birthday recently.

« Ethel Records of Lebanon. CT. also celebrated her 75% birthday milestone.

* Leila Karro Judd of Poughkeepsie. NY. will celebrate her 80% birthday on July 20.

*» Helvi Karro Larson of Pine Knoll Shores. NC. celebrated her 75% birthday on June 12.

» Stan Karro of Brooklyn. CT, will celebrate his 70® birthday on August 10.

* Ann Gruenberg of Hampton. CT. will retire from Eastern Connecticut State University on July 1 after a
long career in education. She expects to still stay very active and involved.

* Cory Bacon of Westport. CT. son of Cheryl Smiley and grandson of Anita and Jack Smiley. graduated on
May 16 from the University of Connecticut. College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. School of
Plant Science and Landscape Architecture. He 1s employed as a landscape foreman and landscape de-
signer by Reynolds Farm Nurseries. Norwalk. CT.

Sympathies —Otamme Osaa

* To the family of Richard Impola of New Paltz. NJ. who passed away on March 18. at age 91.

* To the family of George and Mildred Ahlgren of CA who passed away in November 2012 and June 2014
respectively.

* To the family of Elsie Oltedale of West Greenwich. RI. who passed away on April 18.

* To the family of Toini Korpela of Cape Cod who passed away on March 8.

* To Anita Smiley of Preston. CT. on the passing of her husband Jack Smiley, on June 16. and to their daughters Cheryl
and Sharlann. son Gregory, and grandchildren Cory, Kyle, and Justin Bacon of Westport. CT. and Jon and
Meeri Smiley of Turku. Finland. Jack was a Charter Member of FAHS. He served as president for seven years.
and his involvement extended to many areas over the years.

Get Well Wishes - Pikaista Paranemista

* Howard Korsu of Columbia. CT. who suffered a stroke in January 2014,
* Kalervo Ruuskanen on the recovery of a broken leg in June.

Checkout and “LIKE"” the FAHS L B 4 FAHS: isa I‘Tembﬂ' "hﬂ.Ptﬂ' of
Facebook page, listed as -“Finn- "5 . Fm%a |1.dm Fﬂllll{l':m')ll
ish American Heritage Society of £ ﬁ; v:‘:'ahol?al ( FF.;\ ).
Canterbury, CT” o i) . isit their website at -

e i . www finlandiafoundation.org .
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Welcome New- Members Coming Events At a Glance

= Thursday. July2 ~ Membership Meeting
Robert Guttay, Brooklyn, CT

Saturday. July 11 ~ Community Picnic at Aura Hall,
Voluntown, CT, 2:00 pm

Thursday. July 23 Board Meeting

New members are always welcome to the Thursday. Aug. 6  Membership Meeting
Finnish American Heritage Society.
Please use the enclosed Membership Coupon Friday, August7  Family movie night

to sign up and send it with your dues to the

: . .27 Board Meet:
FAHS, P.O. Box 252, Canterbury, CT 06331, |||| TresdeAve 27 BoardMeeung

Thursday. Sept. 3 Membership Meeting

Saturday, Sept. 5 ScanFest. Budd Lake. NJ. 10:00 am -

6:00 pm

PRESIDENT STANLEY KARRO 860-480-3648

All events are held at the Finnish Hall. 76 North Canterbury Road
VICE PRESIDENT STEVEN BOUSQUET 860-608-8366 ’ =
i JOBINA MILLEI? - {Conn. Route 169) in Canterbury. CT. unless otherwise specified.
SECRETARY ANITA SMILEY 860-88%-7820

5 -‘I A o fi g

CORRESPONDENCE  RITA KELLEY 860-465-6236 Eheaomphe(c 25 C .ﬂ'ﬁ?n[hl e ol
MEMBERSHIP STEVE COUPE S appear on the FAHS website at wnww.fahs-cr.org .

FINY¥ISH AHLRICAN
JERPT IR Sal ' THRIY

AHS

Finnish American Heritage Society

1s a non-profit organization whose purpose is to preserve
and promote Finnish-American heritage.

The membership is open to all who are interested in

the purpose of the organization. For vour convenience,
a Membership Coupon is enclosed in this issue.

Mailing address: PO. Box 252, Canterbury, CT 06331

Street address: Finnish Hall, 76 Neorth Canterbury Road

Phone number: (860) 546-6671 E-mail address: info@fahs-ct.org
World Wide Web address: www.fahs-ct.org

On Facehook at : www facebook. com/fahscanterburyct

FINNISH CONNECTION ISSN 1525-6928

This newsletter is published quarterly by the Finnish American Heritage Society.
Subscription is free for members and $30/year for organizations. Readers are

invited to submit material.

FAHS newsletter committee:

Collection of matenials and proofreading: Jackie Harjula,
Patt1 Folsom, Anita Smiley, and Linda Kuja

Members news and milestones: Stan Karro

Editing and layout: Allan Seppa
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