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Finnish Hall 90" Anniversary Celebration be recognized in the anniversary banquet program.
Sunday, June 7, 2015 Checks can be made out to FAHS and sent to: Finn-
by Anita Smiley ish Hall. c/o 90™ Anniversary Committee. P.O. Box
It’s time for a party! Our Finnish Hall was dedicated 252, 76 North Canterbury Road. Canterbury., CT 06331.
in 1925, making 2015 a year for celebration at our Finn-

. : . : , L Y D T T T I T T S T
ish American Heritage Society. Several events are

planned during this celebratory year. and the highlight FAHS 2015 Officers and Trustees
will be a dinner and program planned for Sunday, June
7, starting at 2:00 p.m. at the Hall. At our annual membership meeting in early Janu-

Attendance at this catered banquet and anniversary ary the following officers and trustees were elected
program will be limited to 90 people. and reservations for 2015 - i

will be required. More information regarding pricing

and purchase of tickets will be available early m 2015. « §tan Karro of Brooklyn. President

Our Finnish Hall 90" Anniversary Committee is €ager « Sreven Bousquet of Norwich. Vice President

to hear from people who might wish to share old pho- . Apjta Smiley of Preston. Recording Secretary
tos. stories. or memorabilia related to the early history « jobina Miller of Canterbury. Treasurer

of the Hall. Maybe there’s a poet out there who would . Steve Coupe of C'hepachetj RI. Membership
reminisce through poetry. Maybe some old photoshave  gecretary

a particularly fascmating story. There have been many . Rita Kefley of Killingly. Corresponding Secretary
weddings at the Hall through the years. We could dis- « Tyustee. Sean Tate of Preston

play photos of these events. * Trustee, Patti Folsom of Greenville. RI

We are open to suggestions for this or any other anni- « Tyystee. Beverlv Johnson of Woodstock
versary-year events to give thanks to those who had the ’

foresight to establish this wonderful facility and to all  continuing Trustees are Annalisa Brassard of Brook-
those who have continued to maintain the ties to our Jyp and Saul Ahola of Woodstock
Finnish culture and heritage at this important place in

Finnish-American history. We have a gem which has  We thank everyone who has served in the past and

beeu_ P011511ed and 1111111_11‘96 through these many years. appreciate the willingness of new offices and trustees
making it shine ever brighter. to serve in the new vear

If there are members who would like to contribute
towards anniversary-year expenses. those donors will

Also in this issue :
e * FinnFunn Weekend plans
Next issue : » “Members’ News and Milestones™
The Spring issue of “Finnish Connection” + and much more
is planned to be published in May. if all necessary mate-
rial is received in time.
Please submit all input by April 1. Thank you ! Nore : May 9 BBQ has been cancelled.
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Snow and More Snow 1sh Hall in Canterbury. but the date this year will be Satur-

day, October 3*4. Due to scheduling conflicts. it was felt

that the traditional date during the Columbus Day Weekend

by Katrina Bousquet peeded adjusting. Changing the date will still allow the Finn-

Our Laskiainen Péivé/Sledding Day was a big success  ish American Heritage Society’s fine art and craft exhibit to

this year. with plenty of snow (a possible record snow in  maintain its status as an event in The Last Green Valley’s

February) and pea soup. Over two dozen kids of allages  'Walktober calendar.

came and enjoyed the day. Some blazed the trail for the A Call for Artists has been issued to artists in any media to

sledders with snow shoes. some generously volunteered register for the fifth annual event. The Registration Form and

to make several different kinds of pea soup. all delicious. Prospectus are available at www.fahs-ct.org,

of course. and some served all the goodies to hungry F4CESarFAHS@gmail.com. or by calling Chair, Beverly

guests. Many thanks to the baking crew who baked some  Johnson at 860.974.2760. Please also visit our Facebook

beautitul rolls just for the occasion. Matti Huhta builta page : FACES at FAHS. and “Like™ and “Share™ us!

great fire in the BBQ pit. sotheoutsideof FAHSsmelled o o o o ¢ o o o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o

as goodas the 11131de: Many thgnks to lthe br avehsl‘eddem. Lok Toe FATS ie YouTibe

who flew down the trail with great glee. They were fun to

on Laskiainen Piaiva

. i S by Stan Karro
watch! Despite a few guests going “off the rails,” it was a For . it s ‘;, e %ﬂ
great day. and everyone swvived “Laskiamnen Paivi 2015 e e T R Ny
at FAHS! nternet. a video of the Finnish American Heritage Society

of Canterbury can be viewed on YouTube. When FAHS
coordinated a grant from The Last Green Valley with the
5TH Annual FACES at FAHS Town of Canterbury for the purchase of a touch-screen
kiosk many months ago. all the programs were added to
YouTube. Please search for Canterbury Kiosk on YouTube
and many topics about Canterbury will appear. in addition
to the Finnish Hall.

The Canterbury Kiosk is permanently located in the Can-
terbury Community Center. adjacent to the Town Hall.
where the FinnFunn Weekend Zor7 will take place. Please

view on YouTube or when vou visit the Zori.
* * L * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Changing Date !
by Beverly Johnson
The first meeting of the FACES at FAHS Public Rela-
tions subcommittee was recently held with Katrina
Bousquet, Patti Folsom, and Beverly Johnson in atten-
dance. Foremost on the agenda was the fact that FACES
at FAHS is moving! The event will still be held at the Finn-

News From the Finnish American Heritage Society Scholarship Committee
by Ann Gruenberg, Chair, FAHS Scholarship Committee

As the springtime thaw emerges after an intense winter.  support that initiative. We also agreed that given Karla’s
many of us may be grateful for our collective SISU. The creative nature. it would make sense to have her named
Scholarship Committee noted with sadness the passing of  scholarship be designated for a student pursuing studies in
Winnie (Viana) Beetle (Ollila) in November. 2014, atthe the arts.
age of 96. Winnie was originally from Canterbury. We  Students applying for a FAHS Scholarship in 2015 will
celebrate her remarkable life. Her sister. Hilma Carter. con- have the option of indicating they want to be considered
tinues to live in Connecticut. Winnie was a long-termsup-  for a Korsu athletic scholarship or a creative scholarship
porter of the Scholarship initiative. Recently, she madea inhonor of Karla Tate. Of course, it s still possible for
generous donation in honor of Karla Tate, after her un-  students to apply without designating either. We are pleased
tumely passing. to offer this special scholarship for those pursuing the cre-

Karla was a member of the original team that worked ative arts. We also wish to thank Karla’s husband. Sean
together to establish the endowed scholarship two decades  Tate, for his ongoing support in keeping Karla's spirit strong.
ago. In July, 2014, the Scholarship Committee discussed ~ The scholarship application form 1s enclosed with this
the possibility of honoring Karla with a designated scholar- newsletter.
ship in her name and were in agreement that we would
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Small Talk with Veeti

When asked what he thought might be the biggest
mmpact his experience in the USA has had upon him.
Veeti Niskanen said it was most likely his increased
ability to do American-style ““chit-chat™ or small talk.
Veeti is a Finnish exchange student and was a guest
speaker at the beginning of the March 1 Membership
Meeting. This 1s the second time that some of the mem-
bership has heard from Veeti: he previously was a
member of a discussion panel on Finnish education
following the presentation by Dr. Pasi Sahlberg at the
Finn Funn Weekend in Troy. New Hampshire (late
November 2014).

Although he did not come with a prepared (small)
talk, the question and answer session with the mem-
bership was so interesting that it continued for more
than 45 minutes. Introduced by Anita Smiley. Veeti
was an assured speaker. and his responses about cul-
tural differences were particularly intriguing. These
included his comments on the Finnish ability to sit or
stand 1n a group and say little or nothing, and feeling
quite comfortable in doing so. This. of course. is quite
in contrast to what occurs generally in America. where
there is a much greater need to fill space and time with
“chit-chat.” It 1s a skill that Veeti i1s now developing.

Veeti, who is from the town of Kempele (population
about 20.000) not far from Oulu. has been spending
the school year at East Lyme High School and lives
with his host family in Niantic. He was accompanied
to the Membership Meeting by his host father. Glen
Teague. who also added comments to the meeting. Ex-
panding on the subject of cultural contrasts. Mr. Teague
noted that another Finnish exchange student who had
stayed in his home went back to Finland and eventu-
ally became a physician. She said that the ability to
learn small talk in the US had become very important
in communicating with her patients in Finland. and had
led to establishing much better doctor-patient relation-
ships.

Veeti’s observations on his experiences so far in
America were thoughtful and revealing. Because of
his school obligations. he has not travelled widely but
has been to Florida and especially liked his short time
in New York City. He noted that academically he does
not get credit for his studies here in the US and that he
felt Finnish students would most likely be two grade
levels ahead of those in his American classes. In addi-

viskanen
by Sean Tate
tion to being more scholastically advanced, he felt
that Finnish students were more mature and given a
great deal more responsibility. independence and trust
than their American counterparts. Veeti is active in
sports and liked the fact that sports are connected with
schools in the USA (some American educators would
prefer the Finnish model: in Finland sports clubs rather
than schools abundantly fill this role). In terms of food
and beverages. Veeti felt that school lunches in Fin-
land were far superior to what 1s offered in the US.
with the Finnish lunches. from his perspective, consti-
tuting a substantial. real meal. Veeti was also
underwhelmed by the taste of generic American cof-
fee. twice noting that it compared badly with his fa-
vorite Finnish brand. Presidentti coffee. In terms of
what he missed the most in terms of food. he hungered
daily for some good Finnish-style rye bread.
Would Veeti recommend that other Finnish students
come to the USA for similar experiences? Definitely
yes. He observed that Finnish students (and students

from many other countries) get many of their impres-
sions about America and Americans, unfortunately.
from American films and TV shows and that the real-
ity was much different. When asked if his friends in
Finland would see changes in him on his return. he
thought they would. including his new-found abilities
m “small talk.”

Anita Smiley presenting special guest Veeti Niskanen a
loaf of pulia. Photo by Patti Folsum

FINNISH CONNECTIDN
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FinnFunn 2015 Features Piano Concert to Honor Jean Sibelius, Tori,
Professor Donal Carbaugh of UMass, and other Cultural Programs
on May 16th and 17th

The FinnFunn planning committee 0of 2015 is pleased to
announce an interesting venue to celebrate the 23* year of
this event. Finnish Hall in Canterbury, CT. is home to the
Finnish American Heritage Society. The program was ini-
tially planned to host pianist and conductor Craig Randal
Johnson of Minneapolis to honor the 150® Anniversary of
the birth of Jean Sibelius. The concert is to be held on
Sunday, May 17%, at the architecturally unique Clark
Memorial Chapel on the grounds of the Poinfret
School in Pomfret, CT. The selection of this site is truly
appropriate to celebrate the historic anniversary and
achievements of Jean Sibelius. A reception will follow the
concett.

From this mitial prograim, the idea of hosting FinnFunn
2015 followed as Finnish Hall members will be celebrat-
ing the Hall’s 90 Anniversary this year. Recognition of
this milestone will also be on the agenda that weekend.

The events begin on Saturday morning with the Zori
(market) opening at 9:00 am and concluding at 3:00 pm.
It will be held at the Canterbury Community Center, which
offers excellent space for vendors and attendees. A lun-
cheon at the 7or7 will include several Finnish foods. along
with some American cuisine. Several classic cars along
with antique carriages will be on display.

Programs at the Finnish Hall will begin mid-afternoon
on Saturday and will include Professor Donal Carbaugh
of the University of Massachusetts, a familiar presenter at
previous FinnFunn gatherings. He has a unique understand-
ing of the Finnish communication styles and culture and
has captivated his audiences with his many observations
and studies he has conducted over the years.

Maarit Uusitalo of Tampere, Finland. will provide an up-

by Stan Karro

date on the art of Finnish design. She has been associated
on previous visits with the University of Connecticut. Her
visit to FinnFunn will also include interviews with attend-
ees who may have a unique Finnish background as they or
their ancestors immigrated to New England. She is in the
process of arranging for an exhibition i Finland to bring
these stories and historic periods of Finns in America back
to the homeland.

The Saturday evening meal will include a BBQ along
with summer-weather side dishes at the Hall. The Hall,
which has unique acoustic features, will host the Central
Mass Accordion Group with dancing for the evening en-
tertainment. We will be joined by the popular and famous
folk dancers Revontulet.

Sunday morning will feature a film on the life of Jean
Sibelius along with a program to recognize the Finnish nmn-
ners who won the Boston Marathon in the 1950°s. 60’s
and 70’s. Many of these runners trained in the eastern
Connecticut region and lived with host families here. A sum-
mary of the Olympic accomplishments of Paavo Nurmi
will also be presented. The morning will conclude witha
brunch. allowing time to travel to the concert in Pomfret
which is 20 minutes to the north.

As we have all survived the journey through an interest-
mg winter here i the Northeast, please join us to celebrate
the events above and engage in a warm and welcoming
social gathering of Finns and non-Finns.

Overnight accommodations information and additional
details can be found at our website www.fahs-ct.org or
email to info@fahs-ct.org or swkbrklyn@aol.com. Stan
Karro. President of FAHS. can also be reached at 860
480-3648.

Tori at FinnFunn 2015

by Rita Kelley

Anticipation 1s growing for the Tori which has been combined with the 23 FinnFunn 2015. This year it is being held
at the Canterbury Community Center on Saturday, May 16, from 9 am to 3 pm. We have many vendors that I
hope everyone will be interested in visiting. Suomi Imports from Pennsylvania will have great products from Finland.
Finnish Treasures from Ohio always has a wonderful selection of products from Finland. also. There will be food items.
crafts. Avon. Creative Memories. 31 Bags. jewelry. wood carving and much more.

Don't forget the luncheon. This year we will feature a Finnish American meat pie called Pasties along with salmon
chowder and other luncheon items for purchase. See you there !

Vol. 28 No.1 Page 4
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FinnFunn-related Items

Request for FinnFunn Volunteers

The FinnFunn Planning Committee has organized
many events for the May 16-17 weekend. We would
welcome members to help with some of the activities
which will take place at the Canterbury Community
Center, the Finnish Hall. and our Concert at the Clark
Memorial Chapel at the Pomfret School. A few hours
from many members working together with others
would be a rewarding effort to making this an outstand-
ing and successful regional celebration of Finns.

Contact Stan and Jean Karro (swkbrklyn@aol.com or
860 480-3648) or any member of the planning group
(Saul and Sandra Ahola, Matti and Marcia Huhta. Ron
and Barbara Joki. Patti Folsom. and Bev Johnson). or
any FAHS Board member. to volunteer for the many
roles to fill.

Requesting FinnFunn Raffle Items

As a tradition at these FinnFunn events to help de-
fray costs of the weekend activities. we will again con-
duct a Chinese Auction at the Finnish Hall. The FF
Planning Conunittees have always appreciated the gen-
erous donations of attendees of items for this raffle
program. If you are willing to donate an item, please
let us know what the item is prior to the weekend of
May 16-17 to allow us to promote the interest level of
attendees and better organize the activity. Please let
us know at swkbrklyn@aol.com or call at 860 480-
3648 with this information. Thanks for your support
of this 23 annual gathering.

Prudence Crandall Museum Open During

FinnFunn Weekend

The Prudence Crandall Museum is located in the cen-
ter of Canterbury directly across from the Green Dis-
trict Schoolhouse with both locations open during the
FinnFunn Weekend. This museum is the first New En-
gland School for African-American girls and 1s a Na-
tional Historic Site. It can be another unique and in-
teresting site to visit during our May 16-17 event.

by Stan Karro

Canterbury Green District One-room
Schoolhouse to Open for FinnFunn 2015

by Stan Karro

The Canterbury Historical Society has arranged to
participate in FinnFunn Weekend by opening the his-
toric Green District One-room Schoolhouse. located
in the center of Canterbury. where many local Finnish
youth attended classes in the early part of the 1900°s
until 1947. Several of our FAHS members attended
this school before it closed. The school is an excellent
example of a building that has been carefully restored
and preserved to reflect its original architecture. The
school will be open for a period on Saturday, May
16. Please stop in when attending FinnFunn. For ad-
ditional mformation see www. canterburyhistorical.org
on the internet.

FinnFunn Tori to Feature Antiques

Appraiser, Wayne Tuiskula, a Finn
by Stan Karro

In addition to many crafters and Finnish products
being sold at the Tori during FinnFunn 2015, the Tori
Comumittee 1s pleased to announce that Wayne Tuiskula
of Central Mass Auctions has agreed to attend and pro-
vide appraisals for antiques and family heirloom items.
He will be at the 7ori from 10:00 am until 1:00 pm on
Saturday, May 16. For a fee of $5. he will appraise
items brought to the Zori, and will evaluate 3 items for
$10. He has been an appraiser for the PBS TV Show
“Antiques Roadshow.” Wayne has over 25 years of
experience as an antiques dealer and has owned Cen-
tral Mass Auctions for 14 years.

We welcome him back to the Finnish Hall in Canter-
bury. as he visited us many years ago as a young boy
with his father. This addition to the Tori will surely
add to the excitement and activities of the day.

A FinnFunn Weekend flyer and
registration form, with accommoda-
tions information, are enclosed with
this issue of “Finnish Connection.”

FINNISI! CONNIECTTIDN
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Steve Coupe, 2015 FAHS Membership Secretary Biography

My name is Steve Coupe. I am the new Membership
Secretary for FAHS-CT. Here 1s a little bit about me and
my family.

My wife, Susan, and I live in Chepachet. RI. Chepachet
is about a 40 minute drive from Canterbury, CT. Susan
and I grew up on the same street. less than one mile apart.
but we did not date until after Ireturned from college. We
built a home next door to my childhood home. Between
the two of us we know just about everyone in this small
town. We have 2 sons and 3 grandchildren. One son and
his family live next door. in the house that my parents owned.
The other son and his family live 7 miles away. We are
very lucky to live so close to our children and grandchil-
dren.

Both of our sons and I are Eagle Scouts. I graduated
withaB.S. from the Agricultural College at the University
of Vermont(1973). My favorite job m life was working on
a dairy farm during a high school summer break. not the
best paying job. (girls weren't too friendly with me that
summer). After Susan and I married, my father, Susan
and I built the house that we live in today. We did every-
thing except drilling the well and the concrete work . I
love being outdoors. Iwas the Scoutmaster for Troop 44
in Chepachet for 10 years. Ihave slept outside on the
ground. in some of the most miserable, cold. hot. buggy
weather and by choice. Iloved the experience. Itisnever

by Steven Coupe

too cold for me in winter. During the summer months.
Susan and I escape the heat to our summer home in
Lincolnville Beach, Maine. During August. I swim in the
Maine ocean waters. but not for too long. Never will
Florida be for me.

[ amretired and I do have interests that keep me busy.
Susan and I are both University of Rhode Island Master
Gardeners. We help the community by promoting and aid-
ing in gardening projects. Talso am interested in geneal-
ogy. We had no mformation about Susan’s paternal grand-
parents. other than they were bormn in Finland and that they
emigrated to the United States in the early 1900s. Sol
stuck my nose under the tent and started doing research. I
am glad I did. Sue’s grandparents were both bormn in
Laitila, Finland. “The Egg Capital of Finland”. Many of
our 2nd cousins live there today. Our trip to Finland last
summer has mspired us to learn more about our Finnish
connection.

I like projects. but I don’t always finish them. My new
project is to convert our garden shed into a sauna. The
building has a lot of character and I think it will be fun.
Please contact me for any questions or corrections to your
membership information.

Terveiseni, Steven Coupe
email: scoupel (@cox.net
15 Sand Dam Road. Chepachet. RI 02814
(401) 568-6614

For your family, for your friends,
for yourself, make...

The Right Choi

For quality and award-winning options,

choose Piercelare:

+ Relax with Creamery Brook Village's
independent and Assisted Lifestyles in
spacicus apartments or cottages.

+ Pierce Memarial Baptist Nursing & Rehab Center
offers expert Short-Term Rehab in our beautiful

T |

PierceCare

Hel!

If you are a business owner,
you can support publication
of this newsletter by purchas-
e ing space foran ad promot-
ing your business.

newly-renovated rooms as well as awand-
winneng Lomng-Term Nursing Care and

PierceCare - The Right Choice, For living life to
the fullest, it's the only name you need to know.

The Right Choice

NDCPINSENT B ASSISTDD LFESTYLES

Adult Day Care Programs, REWAD & LOVG-TERM CARS -
We are Connecticut's ONLY retirement community www.piercecare.org info@fahs-ct.org or by phone
providing the peace of mind and flexibility that INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIFESTYLES at 860-376-8909.
comes with our continuum of care. 860-779-8700

36 Wina Lane, Brooklys, CT 06134

REHAR & LONG-TERM CARE

860-774-2050
44 Camtesbasry Road, Breshiyn, CT E‘;

For information, contact
Linda Kuja at
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Members News and Milestones

Congratulations- Onnea
» Bill and Sylvia Aho of Storrs, CT. on their 72nd wedding anniversary on Christmas Eve 2014.
See separate article below.
* Reino Tikkanen of Sterling. CT. on his 90® birthday on April 16.

Sympathies —Otamme Osaa
* To Brian and Ethan Andstrom on the passing of Brian’s wife and Ethan’s mother Elizabeth Andstrom
on March 1. Also to her in-laws. Pauline and Leo Andstron. and brother-in-law and sister-in-law
Mark and Deb Andstrom.
* To the family of Winnie (Viana) Beetle of Seattle. WA, on her passing in November 2014.
* To Duane, Cheryl, Miranda, and Raili Rogers of Glendale, AZ. on the passing of Cheryl’s father.
Richard Williams on December25.

Get Well Wishes - Pikaista Paranemista
* Eda Chappell of St.Petersburg. FL. on her recovery from health issues.
* Val Galasyn of Canterbury, CT. recovering from a fractured ankle
* Ann Gruenberg of Hampton, CT. on her injury. also from this winter’s weather.
* Valerie Poettgen of Canterbury, CT. undergoing treatment following recent surgery.
» Jack Smiley of Preston, CT, on his recovery from recent lung surgery and continuing treatment for anemia.
* Josie Stenbeck of Killingly. CT. on her injury from a winter-weather fall.

Congratulations to Bill and Sylvia (Palomaki) Aho of Storrs, CT. who celebrated their 72nd wedding anni-
versary on Christmas Eve 2014. The photo of their family includes their daughter Janet (retired Landscape
Architect). son Paul (consulting Agricultural Economist). granddaughter Susana (completing a Masters in
Digital Medla) and grandson Jason (physicist). Bill is a World War II veteran. USAAF, England. was a mem-
ber of the Poultry Science Department
at Michigan State University. and was a
member of the Poultry Science Depart-
ment at the University of Connecticut.
Sylvia taught high school Home Eco-
nomics in Michigan and was on the
Home Economics Staff at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut.

Article and photo provided by Anita Smiley

Bill and Sylvia Aho (center)
celebrating their 72nd wedding anniver-
sary on Christmas Eve 2014 with family

members.

Checkout and “LIKE” the FAHS « 1)y @ FAHS is a member chapter of
Facebook page, listed as - 4 Finlandia Foundation
National ( FEN).
Visit their website at -
www.finlandiafoundation.org .

“Finnish American Heritage
Society of Canterbury, CT”
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Welcome New Members Coming Events At a Glance

Thursday. April2  Membership Meeting / Program TBD
1:30 pm

. Saturday, April 11  Finnish Culinary Delights, 1:30-3:30 pm
New members are always welcome to the

Finnish American Heritage Society. Thursday. April 23 Board Meeting
Please use the enclosed Membership Coupon _ .
to sign up and send it with vour dues to the Thursday. May 7 Membership Meeting

FAHS, P.O. Box 252, Canterbury, CT 06331. Saturday, May9  Barbeque CANCELLED

Saturday, May 16  FinnFunn Weekend in Canterbury
to Sunday. May 17  plus Sunday concert in Pomfret

Thursday. May 28 Board Meeting

PRESIDENT STANLEY KARRO 860-480-3648 All events are held at the Finnish Hall. 76 North Canterbury Road
VICE PRESIDENT STEVEN BOUSQUET 860-608-8366 (Conn. Route 169) in Canterbury. CT. unless otherwise specified.
TREASURER JOBINA MILLER 860-377-0789
SECRETARY ANITA SMILEY 860-889-7820

The complete 2015 Calendar of Events will
CORRESPONDENCE  RITA KELLEY 860-465-6236 E TN ;
MEMBERSHIP STEVE COUPE ST appear on the FAHS website at www.fals-ct.org .

FINYISH ANHERICAN
JERITIES SOITETY

AHS

Finnish American Heritage Society

is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to preserve
and promote Finnish-American heritage.

The membership is open to all who are interested in

the purpose of the organization. For your convenience,
a Membership Coupon is enclosed in this issue.

Mailing address: P.O.Box 252, Canterbury, CT 06331

Street address: Finnish Hall. 76 North Canterbury Road

Phone number: (860) 546-6671 E-mail address: info@fahs-ct.org
World Wide Web address: www fahs-ct org

On Facebook at : www facebook com/fahscanterburyct

FINNISH CONNECTION ISSN 1525-6928

This newsletter 1s published quarterly by the Finnish Amencan Henitage Society.
Subscription is free for members and $30/vear for organizations. Readers are

invited to submit material.

FAHS newsletter committee:

Collection of materials and proofreading: Jackie Harjula,
Patti Folsom, Anita Smiley, and Linda Kuja

Members” news and milestones: Stan Karro

Editing and layout: Allan Seppa
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FINNISH AMERICAN HERITAGE SOCIETY (FAHS) 2015 CALENDAR

www.fahs-ct.org, 860-546=6671, P.O. Box 252, Canterbury, CT 06331, info@fahs-ct.org

January 4, Sun. Membership meeting—elections
22, Thurs. Board meeting
February 1, Sun. Membership meeting, program, “Hatbox” video
7, Sat. Laskiainen/Sledding Day—10-2
26, Thurs. Board meeting
March 1, Sun. Membership meeting/Kalevala Day program
8, Sun. St. Urho’s Day—1-5
15, Sun. Snow date for St. Urho's Day
22, Sun. Pancake Breakfast—8-11
26, Thurs. Board meeting
April 2, Thurs. Membership meeting (program, )
11, Sat. Finnish Culinary Delights—1:30-3:30
23, Thurs. Board meeting
May 7, Thurs. Membership meeting
16-17, Sa-Sun FinnFunn Weekend, Tori on Saturday—9-3
17, Sun. Events at Hall in a.m.; Sibelius 150" anniversary concert—2
28, Thurs. Board meeting
June 4, Thurs. Membership meeting
7, Sun. 90" Anniversary of Finnish Hall, dinner and program—2
25, Thurs. Board meeting
July 2,Thurs. Membership meeting
11, Sat. Community Picnic at Aura Hall, Voluntown—2
23, Thurs. Board meeting
August 6, Thurs. Membership meeting
a1, Fil. Family movie night
27, Thurs. Board meeting
September 3, Thurs. Membership meeting
5, Sat. ScanFest, Budd Lake, NJ—10-6
11,Fri. Wine Tasting Social—6-9
24, Thurs. Board meeting
12, Sat. Old Home Day—10-4
October 3, Sat. FACES at FAHS—9:30-3
4, Sun. Membership meeting (program, )
9-11 FinnFest, Buffalo, NY
22, Thurs. Board meeting
24, Sat. Fiddlers/Pork Barbeque—6-9
25, Sun. Children’s Halloween Party—2
November 1, Sun. Membership meeting (program, )
11, Wed. Veterans Day Commemoration, 11-3
19, Thurs. Board meeting
December 5, Sat. Membership meeting, Potluck, Pikkujoulu
6, Sun. Finnish Independence Day—1

17, Thurs. Board meeting



Celebrate culture, learning and fun at

Finn Funn Weekend
May 16-17, 2015

Hosted by the
Finnish American Heritage Society
76 N. Canterbury Rd. (Rte. 169)
Canterbury, CT 06331

Saturday: Sunday:

« Tori/Open Market at the Canterbury « Life of Jean Sibelius video
Community Center, 1 Municipal Drive

Luncheon items available for purchase il ik e

Boston Marathon

« Donal Carbaugh, Professor, UMass « Brunch at the Finnish Hall
Department of Communication:

“Finns and Americans in Conversation” ° Sibelius at 150 concert and reception
featuring Craig Randal Johnson at the

« Maarit Uusitalo of Tampere, Finland, Clark Memorial Chapel, Pomfret, CT
former visiting scholar at UConn: B i 1 S RGET I
“Finnish Design: Historical Perspective '
and What’s New in Finland”

« Evening Barbecue at the Finnish Hall
featuring the Revontulet Dancers and
the Central Massachusetts Accordion
Group

Cost: $40 per day or $80 for both days
Price includes all events and featured meals.
This event is open to the public. Registration deadline is May 1, 2015.

Special overnight rates available at:

« Holiday Inn Express & Suites, Lathrop Rd., Plainfield, CT
Rate: $119 plus tax. Contact 800 652-3705 or email: 1800meeting@ihg.com by April 25.
Use Group Code: EG2 for Finnish American Heritage Society

e Quality Inn, Lathrop Rd., Plainfield, CT
Rate: $99 plus tax. Contact 860 564-4021 or email: GM.CT116(@choicehotels.com by April 16.

Finn Funn registration information is available at www.fahs-ct.org.
For more information contact Stan Karro. President. FAHS:
swkbklyn(@aol.com or 860 480-3648



20135 Finn Funn: May 16 and 17

Registration & Accommodations Information

Hosted by the Finnish American Heritage Society
76 N. Canterbury Rd., Canterbury, CT, 06331 * www.fahs-ct.org® 860 546-6671

Saturday, May 16 Sunday, May 17
Canterbury Community Center, Town Hall Programs and Brunch at the Finnish Hall:
Complex, 1 Municipal Dr. Canterbury: 9 12 - Registration for Sunday attendees
9am - 1 pm - Finn Funn Registration 10 am - “Life of Jean Sibelius” video
9am - 3pm - Tori/Open Market 11 am - Historical Overview of the Finnish
Luncheon items available for purchase 11-2 Runners and Winners of the
Programs at the Finnish Hall: Boston Marathon
1:30 pm - Finnish Design: Historical Perspective Tt am - Xronch
and Latest News: Presented by Clark Memorial Chapel
Maarit Uusitalo. Tampere, Finland Pomfret School Campus
3 pm - Finns and Americans in Conversation: 398 Pomfret St. (Rte. 169)

Presented by Dr. Donal Carbaugh. UMass Pomfret. CT:
5 pm - Finnish Hall 90™ Anniversary Tribute :
6 pm - BBQ and summer sides dinner
7 pm - Evening Dancing to the Central Mass
Accordion Group and Revontulet Dancers

2 pm “Sibelius at 150” Solo Piano Recital
with Craig Randal Johnson
Reception to follow

Special overnight rates for May 16 available at:

*Holiday Inn Express & Suites, Lathrop Rd., Plainfield, CT
Rate: $119 plus tax. Contact 800 652-3705 or email 1800meeting@ihg.com by April 25.
Use Group Code: EG2 for Finnish American Heritage Society

*Quality Inn, Lathrop Rd., Plainfield, CT
Rate: $99 plus tax. Contact 860 564-4021 or email GM.CT116(@choicehotels.com by April 16.

A limited number of rooms have been reserved for our group. Please contact a hotel
as soon as possible if you are interested in overnight accommodations.
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Registration:

Name (s)

Address

Town State Zip
Email Phone

Saturday only $40 * Sunday only $40 * All Weekend Events $80 * Sunday Concert only $10

Saturday: X $40 = Sunday: X 840 =

Both days: X $80 = Concert only X S$10=

Make Checks Payable to FAHS (Finn Funn 2015 in memo)
Mail to FAHS, P.O. Box 252, Canterbury, CT 06331
Deadline for registration is Mav 1. 2015




